Connecticut Evangelical Magazine. 


[PUBLISHED ACCORDING TO 


ACT OF CONGRESS.) 7 4 in ) 








' Vor. II.) 


JULY, 1802. 


‘ah [No. 1. 





-—~ 





oR THE Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MaGAzINE. 
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TH mong the Indians in New-Eng- 
We land and parts adjacent. 
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SECTION II. 


Df the miffionary labors of Thomas 
Mayhew, Ef. among the Indians 
on Martha’s Vineyard, and of 
his Grandfon, Rev. Fohn May- 
hew, affociated with him for a few 
years before his death. 

JUSTICE MAYHEW’s pious 

| zeal in the caufe ofChriftianity 

—The impreffion made upon 

the mind of a Powow, as well as 


, . 
4 
ir ; 
ey 
; id 
je 





upon fome other Indians, by his 
wife, and feriousconverfation— 
The means he ufed to carry on 
the evangelic work among the | 
natives——The number of profef- | 
fing Indians on Martha’s Vine- 
yard, and Nantucket, near the 
clofe of his life, or withina few 
ycars after his death—Thetem- 
porary affiftance he received from 
Mr. John Cotton, afterwards | 
minifter of Plymouth—The 


| 
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Genes of achurch at the 
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/ineyard and erdination of twe 
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Indian minifters in167o—The 
introduction of Rev. John May- 
hew, fon of Rev. Thomas May- 
hew,as apreacher among the In- 
dians by their earneft defire— 
Death, andcharacterof Thomas 
Mayhew, Efg.—The care and 
diligence of Mr. John Mayhew 
inthe Miffionary fervice—The 
meafures he purfuedtoguardthe 
people of his charge againft fome 
€rroncous opinions, which they 
were in danger of embracing, 
and which fomehad a@tuallyen- 
tertained—The pains he tookin 
privaie, as well as in public to 
promote knowledge, and true 
rcligion among the Indians 
Hie death and charaéter. 
IRST, of the Miffionary fer. 
vices of Thomas Mayhew, 
Efq. &c. Tho this pious gentle- 


| man was deeply affected with the 


lofs of fuchanexcellent fon fo warm- 
ly engaged inthe fervice of his di- 
vine Saviour; yet this affli€tion, 
heavy, and painful as it was to 
the parental heart, did not fo af- 
fect, and relax his mind, as to pre- 


' vent him from a vigorous profecu- 


tion of the fame blefled work fe 
happily begun, and thus far fuc- 
ceisfully purfued. 

In this dark, and melancholy 
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hour, the bereaved father lookson 
themore difconfolate and bereaved 
natives; & withthe mofttenderpity, 
he confiders what he fhould do. 
He fees no probability of ob- 
taining a ftipend fufficient to fup- 
port an Englifh minifter in the fer- 
vice of the Indians: And he has 
little, or no hopes of finding any 
of the fpirit of his deceafed fon, to 
bear the burden, attending fo toil- 
fome a work : He confidered, that 
it was highly probable, that not 
many could be found, who would 
be able, or willing to purfue the 


work, as his excellent fon had | 
done, who had fpent his ftrength, | 


and yet rejoiced in the midft of 
thofe many aches, pains, and dif- 
tempers contracted by his often 
lodging on their hard matts, in 
their expofed wigwams, and ei- 
during wet and cold ia faith of 
God’s accepting, and profperiag 
him in that paintul work, to which 
he could fee no earthly advantage, 
that might rationally move, or en- 
couragehim : And when he looked 
on the Indians, he could not bear 
to think, that the work fo hap- 
pily begun, and fo far advanced 
by his fon, fhould now expire 
with him.* 

Under given circumftances, he 
viewed himfelf as called upon in 
Providence to water what his fon 
had planted ; and to carry gn the 
plantation to as great an extent, 
as he fhould be enabled. He was 
ef opinion, that extraordinary oc- 
cafions warranted extraordinary 
meafures; and therefore foon came 
to a refolution to do what he could 
himfelf. 

His heart was in the work, and 
he rofe {uperior to all difcourage- 
ments. He did not confider his 
age asa bar to the toilfome labor 





* Mat. Mayhew’s Triumph’s of 
Grac—Indian Converts. 
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of a miflionary, tho’ at his fon’s 
death he was in hisfeventieth year. 
Love to Jefus, and to fouls pur. 
chafed by his blood, incited him 
to do all that he was able, even te 
fpend and be {pent in the pious, 
and benevolent work. 

He had indeed fome fpecial ad- 
vantages, which facilitated, in 
fome meafure, his miffiorary fer- 
vices. He had learned fo much 
of the language of the natives, as 
was needful to underftand, and 
difcourfe with them: And upon 
his undertaking to inftru€t them 
publicly, he took pains to acquire 
a more accurate knowledge of it. 
This alfo was of fpecial benefit, 
that asa magiftrate, anda neigh- 
bor, he was in high efteem among 
them. They generally admired, 
revered, and loved him for his 
wifdom, integrity, impartial juf- 
tice, and philanthropy. They 
heard his words with attention : 
And tho’ what he faid, in fome 
cafes, might be contrary to the 
notions they had heretofore enter- 
tained ; yet they wouldnot immedi- 
ately reje&t his fentiments, but 
weighed them in their minds, and 
confidered them without that pre- 
judice, which would have arifen 
againft the fame things, if propof- 
ed by many others. 

Before the particulars of this 
Mr. Mayhew’s miffionary fervices 
be related, it may be very proper 
to obferve, that prior to his fon’s 
deceafe, and even from the begin- 
ning of his miffion, he did- much, 
in various ways, to encourage him 
and to promote the great and good 
work, which, with fuch pious 
zeal, and affiduity he was purfuing. 

Notice has already been taken, 
of his wife and prudent meafures 
to prevent the Indians from imbib- 
ing prejudices againft the Englith, 
and their religion, and to remove 


}any, which they had ‘taken in. 
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Particularly, he took pains with 
the fachems to convince them, 
that fhould they, and their people 
become chriftians, they would not 
fuffer any diminution of their dig- 
nity, or of anyemoluments, which, 
as rulers, they’ could juftly and 
equitably claim. 

This good gentleman did alfo 
no little fervice, while his fon was 
living, by privately converfing 
with many of the Indians upon 
moral, and religious fubjeéts. As 
foon, as he had acquired a tolera- 
ble acquaintance with their lan- 
guage, his pious difpofition, and 
great pity for that miferable peo- 
ple, led him to improve this ad- 
vantage, in taking all proper oc- 
cafions to tell them of their deplo- 
rable ftate, and to point them to 

Vethe way of deliverance : His words 
“were fo wife and weighty, and 
-€expreffed with fo much concern 
yand ferioufnefs, as, by the blef- 
ing of God, made fuch deep im- 
preflions on many, that they could 
never lofe. Among the reft, the 
forementioned famous Powow Te- 
quanonim was a memorable in- 


ae ftance, who was taken off from his 


| unlawful trade, and became a 
' Chriftian in 1650: He declared, 
that his converfion was chiefly ow- 
ing to fome things, which he had 
heard from this Mr. Mayhew, 
who took occafion to difcourfe 
with him about true happinefs, 
and the way to it, which this In- 
dian faid, he could never forget.* 


* Such inftances afford much encovr- 
» agement to Chriftians, whether in pub- 
» lic, or private ftations im the church, to 

introduce religious difcourfe in private 
converfation, as often as it can be done 
with propriety, and a profpect of be- 
ing heard with candor ; elpecially to 
take pains with thofe, who have not 
the knowledge of God, andare eftran- 
ged from him. Tho’ preaching the 
word isthe moft ufual way, which God 
takes to bring men to the faith of the 
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Thus this pious gentleman was 
a fellow-helper to the truth with 
his amiable fon ; and did much te 
promote his fuccefs among thefe 
poor heathens. 


Upon the decafe of his fon, he 
foon enters upon his miffionary la- 
bors. An holy zeal for the glory 
of God, and a compaffionate char- 
ity to the fouls of this bereaved, 
and perifhing people, animate him 
in his endeavors to promote their 
fpiritual good. He refolves to do 
his utmoit, both to preferve this 
moft important work, and to car- 
ry it on, tho’ under many exter- 
nal difficulties, and difcourage- 
ments. 

He determines frequently to vif- 
it, and encourage this poor peo- 
ple. He goes once every week 
to fome of their plantations. At 
fo advanced an age, he fets him- 
felf, with diligence, to perfec 
himfelf in their difficult language : 
And tho’ the chief Englifh magif- 
trate on the Ifland, does not dif- 
dain to commence a preacher to 
the Indians. 

He ordinarily preached to fome 
of their affemblies one day every 
week, as long as he lived: And 
his heart was fo exceedingly enga- 
ged in the fervice, that he {pared 
no pains, nor fatigues in it, tho’ 
at fo great an age. He fome- 
times travelled on foot near 20 
miles, through the woods, te 
preach and vifit, when there was 
no Englifh houfe near, to lodgeat 
in his abfence from home. 

Nor does he content himfelf 
with the progrefs which his foa 


gofpel ; yct fometimes he is pleafed to 
make ufe of other methods to promote 
the fame impertant end. Sometimes a 
few pious and pertinent words, drop- 
ped in familiar, private converfation, 
make fuch a favorable, and deep im- 
preflion, as is never effaced. 
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had happily made before him ; but 
labors indefatigably to carry on 
thework to a much greater extent. 
And ina few years time, with the 
affiftance of thofe religious. In- 
diansy who taught on the Lord’s 
day, he perfuaded the natives on 
the weft end of the Ifland to re- 
ceive the gofpel, who had been 
many years obitinately refolved a- 
gainit it, being influenced to op- 
pofe it by the neighboring Sa- 
chems on the fhores of the conti- 
‘ment. Indeed Mittark, their 
prince, embraced Chriftianity a- 
bout the year 1663 ;. but his peo- 
ple being, on that account, difaf- 
fe&ted to him, he removed to the 
eaft end of the Ifland: After he 
had continued there about three 
years he returned home, and fet 
up a meeting among his own peo- 
ple, he himfelf difpenfing the 
word to as many as would come 
to hear him ; by which means, in 
connexion with the exertions of 
Mr. Mayhew, it pleafed God to 
bring overall that people to the 
profeffion of Chriftianity. Mit- 
tark’s return, and the beginning of 
his miniftry feems to have been a- 
bout the year 1666. His people 
appear to have been the laft on 
the Ifland, who received the 
Chriftian faith. During the min- 
iftry of this Mr. Mayhew, or 
withina few years after his deceafe, 
the Indianson the Ifles of Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard, and Nantucket, 
might juftly bear the name of 
Chriftian, the number of their A- 
dults, on both thefe Iflands, being, 
upon careful computation, about 
three thoufand.* 

About the year 1664, Mr. 
Mayhew was greatly relieved, and 
affiited by Mr. John Cotton,+ who 





* Mat. Mayhew’s Triumphs of grace. 
+ He was ion of che celebrated Mr 
Jorn Cottou, teacher of the fir charch 
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came to the Vineyard, and preach. 
ed tothe Englifh at the eaft end 
of the Ifland ; and having gained a 
confiderable knowledge of the 
Indian language, he alfo preached 
to the natives for about two years. 
But in Nov. 1667, upon a repeat- 
ed invitation, he removed to Plym- 
outh, near fifty miles to the north- 
ward ; and in June 1669, was 
ordained the paftor of the church 
there. 


However, Mr. Mayhew, far 
from being difcouraged, goes on 
again, without any Englifh A fif- 
tant in this laborious work. He 
earneitly defires, and endeavors to 
carry it toan higher degree. And 
now the natives being generally 
brought over to the Chriftian faith, 
and a confiderable number of them 
defirous of being formed into a 
church by themfelves, that they 
might walktogether inall the ordi- 
nances, & commands of Chrift, this 
honored gentleman, with Mr. Cot- 
ton above-mentioned, who made 
a journey from Plymouth on pure 
pole, being fully fatisfied, that 
they had fuitable qualifications, af- 
ter mature advice, andconfideration 
concluded to give their affiftance 
in the folemn tranfa¢tion. 

Mr. Mayhew being a perfon of 
{uth eminent wifdom, and piety, 
and full of inftructive, and devout 
difcourfes, the Indians were fo 
editied, and pleafed with his labors, 
that they defired him, tho’ now 
above eighty years of age, to ac- 
cept the paftoral charge over 
them : But he thought this would 
not fo well confift with the prime 
place he held in the civil govern- 
ment, wherein they alfo greatly 
wanted him ; andtherefore advifed 





in Bofton, and was graduated at Har- 
vard College inthe year 1657. 

¢ Mat. Mayhew’s triumphs of grace-= 
MHitory of the church of Plymouth. 
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them to choofe fuch Indian paf- 
tors, as he thought would do good 
fervice among them ; which they 
accordingly did, making choice of 
Hiacoomes, and John Tackanafh 
for their minifters.—According to 
the ancient diftinGtion, the former 
was chofen paftor, and the latter 
teacher.* 

The day appointed being come, 
which was Auguft 22, 1670, an 
Indian church was completely 
formed and organized, to the 
fatisfation of the Englifh church, 
and other religious people on the 
ifland ; whoby advantage of many 
years acquaintance, obtained fat- 
isfa&tory proof of their qualifica- 
tions. 

At this folemnity the famous 

. Mr. Eliot was prefent, and affift- 
“ing. Dr. Increafe Mather, in his 
~ letter to profeflor Leufden of U- 


* A great part of the ancient church- 
es of New-England, foon after the ar- 
rival of the main body of the fettlers, 
were fupplicd with two minifters each, 
who were diftinguifhed by the names 
ef paftors and ‘me ay And they 
were fuppofed to be in fome refpedcts, 
diftind officers in the church. It is 
thus expreffed in Cambridge Platform, 
Chap. vi. Sec. 5. “ The office of paf- 
tor and teacher appears to be difting. 
The paffor’s fpecial workis to attend to 
exhortation ; and therein to adminifter a 
word of wi/dom: The teacher is to at- 
tend to a word of do@rine, and therein 
to adminifer a word of énowledye ; and 
either of them to adminifter the feals of 
that covenant, unto the difpenfation 
whereof they are alike called ; as alfo 
to execute the cenfures, being but a 
kind of application of the word ; the 
preaching of which, together with the 
upplication thereof, they are alike 
charged withal.” ‘Tic moderns, per- 
haps in general, view the terms as ap- 
plicable to one church officer only, de- 
lignated by two names, implying the 
duties of government and inftruction. 
if any choofe to confider them, as dif- 
ting, they will yet allow, as nothing 
forbids, that one man may be invelted 
with both offices. 
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trecht, acquaints us, that when 
the people had fafted and prayed, 
Mr. Eliot of Roxbury, and Mr. 
John Cotton of Plymouth, laid 
their hands on the minifters ele&, 
and they were folemnly ordained.* 

In a letter of Sept. 20, 1670, 
publifhed the year after at Lon. 
don, in a tra& entituled, «“ A 
brief narrative of the progrefs of 
the gofpel among the ‘indians in 
New-England,” the author gives 
an account of the ftate of the na- 
tives under the inftru€tion of this 
Mr. Mayhew, * That (Mr, Eli- 
ot) pafling over to the Vineyard, 
many were added to the church of 
that place, both men and women, 
and were all of them baptized, and 
their children alfo with them.”? 
(So, it feems, many of the Chrif- 
tianized Indians were in the ftate 
of catechumens till this time.) 
sé And that the church was defi- 
rous to have chofen Mr. Mayhew 
for their paftor ; but he waved it ; 
conceiving, that in his prefent ca- 
pacity, he has greater advantages 
to ftand their friend, and do them 


*In Dr. Mather’s Magnalia, B. Ilr. 
p- 199, there is a chronological miftake ; 
alfo a fimilar one in Mr. Neal whe 
took his account from Dr. Mather ; 
fee his hiftory of New-England, Vol. 
‘L p. 269. They place the gathering 
of the church and ordination of the 
minifters on the vineyard under the 
tyear 1666. Doubtlefs Dr. Mather 
knew what year thefe events took 
place. But either, thre’ inadvertence, 
he made a miftake in the manufcript he 
. fent to London for publication ; or the 
printer committed an error: For Mr. 
Matthew Mayhew, an inhabitant of 
the ifland, and arrived at adult years 
at the time of thefe tranfaftions places 
them in the year 1670. So does Gov. 
Hutchinfon in an extra& from Mr. Ele 
iot’s journal. Mr. Experience Mays 
hew does the fame in bis life of Fila 
coomes. And fo docs Mr. Prince, cel- 
ebrated for his accuracy in chronology. 
The ordination fpeedily followgd the 





gathering of the church, 
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good ; to fave them from the 
hands of fuch as would bereave 
them of their lands, -&c.—But 
they fhould always have his coun- 
fel, inftru€tion, and management 
in their Ecclefiaftical affairs, as 
they hitherto had ; that he would 
die in the fervice of Chrift ; and 
that the praying Indians, both of 
the Vineyard and Nantucket de- 
pend on him, as the great inftru- 
ment of God for their good.” 

The fettlement of a church, 
with paftors among them, does not 
produce an abatement of his min- 
ilterial care, or pains for thefe a- 
boriginal natives ; but this honor- 
able, and ancient gentleman pro- 
ceeds in the laborious work. 

A few years before his death, 
he experienced very great pleaf- 
ure, and much affiftance, by the 
introduction of his grandfon, Mr. 
John Mayhew, into the gofpel fer- 
vice among the Indians. 

This gentleman was the young- 
eft fon of Rey. Thomas May- 
hew deceafed. Hewas born in 
the beginning of the year 1652. 
Having applied himfelf diligently 
to the ftudy of divinity ; and fup- 
porting an amiable character for 
piety and benevolence, as well as 
knowledge, about the year 1673, 
when he was but twenty-oneyears 
of age, he was firft called to the 
miniftry among the Englifh, at a 
place called Tifbury, near the 
middle of the ifland, where he 
preached to great acceptance, not 
only of the people under his care, 
but of very good judges, who ac- 
cidentally heard him. 

Underftanding the Indian lan- 
guage well, even when he was a 
youth ; and being arrived at the 
age abovementioned, the natives 
would not be contented, till he 
became a public teacher of them 
lixewife : So earneft and urgent 

were their defires, thathe could 
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not withftand theirimportunity, e+ 
ven tho’ his much honored grand- 
father wasa laborious, acceptable, 
and fuccefsful preacher among 
them. He began his miffionary 
labors foon after his paftoral rela- 
tion tothe church in Tifbury com- 
menced ; and continued in the 
work of the gofpel among them, 
till his death ; laboring, in con- 
nection with his grand-father, to 
their mutual fatisfa€tion, and in- 
deed with great joy to the venera- 
ble old gentleman, who, when 
his grandfon was affociated with 
him, as a preacher to the Indians, 
was probably, at leaft, 85 years 
of age. 

Mr. Mayhew, fen. proceeds in 
his toi/fome, but, in one moft im- 
portant view, plea/ant work among 
the Indians, even to the ninety- 
third year of his age, and twenty- 
third of his Miniftry. He de- 
parted this life in 1681, to the 
fincere grief, both of the Eng- 
lifh and Indians. 

Not long before his death, he 
had fevere illnefs, which his rela- 
tions thought would prove fatal : 
But he told them, “ The time 
was not yet come, and he fhould 
not die with that ficknefs.”” He 
recovered, and again preached 
feveral times. After this, he 


told one of his defcendents, “That, 


the time of his departure was near 
at hand; but he earneftly defired 
that God would give him one op- 
portunity more in public, to ex- 
hort the Englifh of the town 
where he lived, whom he had 
been obliged, for fome time to 
teach, for want of a regular, fix- 
ed minifter. God granting his 
defire, he taught them the fol- 
lowing Lord’s day; and then 
took an affectionate and folemn 
leave of them; and falling ill, the 
fucceeding evening, he affured 


his friends, that his ficknefs would 
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now be to death, and he was well 
contented with the profpeé be- 
fore him, being full of days, and 
fatisfied with life, &c. He gave 
many excellent counfels and ex- 
hortations toall about him. Like 
Mofes, he had a vigorous old age ; 
his memory continued unufually 
tenacious ; and all his intellectual 
powers uncommonly good. 
Juftice Mayhew was a gentle- 
man of ftrong powers of mind, 
of an accurate knowledge of hu- 
man nature, of diftinguifhed pru- 
dence, and of a commanding ad- 
drefs. The general tenor of his 
conduét thro’ a life protracted to 
an uncommon length, difcovered, 
as far as we learn, a lively and 
deep fenfe of the infinite import- 
_ ance of Chriftianity—that part of 
his life efpecially, which was fpent 
upon the Ifland. 
—® As a magiftrate he was juft, 
and impartial. The Indians, tho’ 
© naturally a jealous people ; yet 
after fome acquaintance, had full 
confidence in the goodnefs and 
integrity of his heart ; that he 
had no difpofition to injure them 
in their perfons, property, or lib- 
erty; but, on the contrary, was 
intent upon promoting their in- 
tereft: They revered, and loved 
him asa father. In /ome things 
which he propofed, tho’ they 
might for the prefent, thwart 
their inclinations ; yet they were 
willing to allow, that even in 
them, he aimed at their good: 
And after fome time, were gene- 
rally fenfible, that he not only in- 
tended their benefit, but propofed 
wife meafures to accomplifh it. Be- 
fore he entered upon his miffiona- 
ry career, he was very helpful to 
his fon by his advice, by removing 
prejudices from the minds of the 
Indians, by his private converfa- 
tion with them upon the fubjeés 
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of religion and morality, and in 
other ways. 

And when he commenced his 
miffionary labors, which he view- 
ed himfelf as fpecially called in 
Providence to undertake, with 
what wifdom, Chriftian zeal, and 
ardor did he profecute them ? 
The toils and hardfhips attending 
the work, were no difcourage- 
ments. Animated with a glow- 
ing love to his blefled Saviour, 
and with fervent affection to the 
poor natives, many of whom 
were perifhing for lack of vifion, 
he purfued the work with vigor 
at an age, which he might have 
pleaded as an excufe for omitting 
to carry on fuch extenfive, weari- 
fome, and hard fervices. But 
God fupported him under all; 
and long before his departure, 

ve him the unfpeakable fatis- 

Gtion of feeing that his labor 
of love was crowned with great 
fuccefs. His zeal in the bleffed 
caufe, continued ynimpaired to 
the laft ; and with aged Polycarp, 
who fuffered matyrdom at Smyr- 
na, in the fecond century, A. D. 
167, could declare, ** That tho’ 
I have long ferved Chrift, I have 
always found him a good matter, 
and therefore I cannot forfake 
him.”? He continued full of faith, 
confolation, and holy joy to the 
Jaft. 


“ The {weet remembrance of the ju% 
“ Shall flourifh, when hefleeps in duft.” 


Rev. John Mayhew, after the 
death of his pious grandfather, 
purfués the evangelic work among 
the Indians, with unwearied ap- 
plication. He taught alternately 
in all their affemblies every week, 
and affifted them in their eccletfiaf- 
tical affairs. 

And having both the Englith 
and Indians under his care, his dili« 
gence was now to bedeubled.—-His 
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labor was much inercafed, by rea- 
fon of certain erroneous opinions, 
which were likely to take root in 
the Ifland, unlefs proper meafures 
were adopted to prevent. After 
they were fown in fome minds, 
and pains were taken to fow them 
in others ; he exerts himfelf, ip 
all fuitable ways, to prevent the 
evil from fpreading ; to check the 
growth of thofe errors that were 
implanted, and, if pofiible, to 
eradicate them. Like a rational 
and candid Chriftian, he attempts 
their extirpation by fpiritual in- 
ftruments. Being a perfon of fu- 
perior abilities, and acquaintance 
with the {criptures, he ufed to de- 
fire fuch as began to recetve thefe 
rinciples, to produce their rea- 
ons ; and, thofe, who wanted 
to be refolved in their difficulties, 
to give him the advantage to re- 
folve them in public, that others 
alfo might receive light and fatis- 
faGtion ; whereby they came to 
be more clearly inftruéted, and 
more fully convinced and fatisfied, 
than in the ordinary way of 
preaching, which yet always pre- 
ceded the other. He had fuch 
an excellent talent for the defence 
of the truth, againit gainfayers, 
that they, who would have {pread 
their errors, found themfelves fo 
effectually oppofed and baffled by 
the power of his knowledge and 
piety, and the ftrength of his ar- 
gumentative genius, that they 
could make no progrefs in their 
defigns on the Ifland; and the 
churches and people, and in them 
their pofterity, were happily faved 
from the fpreading of thofe erro- 
neous opinions, and the difturb- 
ance and troubles they would 
have produced among them.* 


He purfued a plan of inftru@- 





* Matthew Mayhew’s Triumphs of 
Gracc—Indian Converts, 
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ing the Indians very fimilar to 
that of his grandfather, and fath- 
er. His cuftom was to tarry 
fome time with them, after the 
public exercifes of prayer, pfalm- 
ody, and preaching were conclu- 
ded ; allowing them to put quef- 
tions to Aim for their own inftruc- 
tion ; and alfo trying their know]- 
edge, by putting quellions to 
them. "his way of tarrying after 
fermon, and anfwering queftions 
was generally pra¢tifed by the an- 
cient miflionaries, and found, by 
expcrience, a very profitable mode 
of inftrudction. The Indians 
would oftentimes afk queftions, 
which naturally occured to their 
minds from the fubjeé of the fer- 
mon they had juft.heard: Some- 
times other queftions, which had 
no relation to the difcourfe which 
had juft been delivered. The 
queftions which the Indians fome- 
times afked, were of fuch a nature, 
that no {mall degree of theclogic- 
al and philofophical knowledge 
was requifite to refolve them, 
The other method of afking them 
queftions might be very profitable, 
as it would put them upon more 
clofe thinking ; and the obferva- 
tions made by the miflionaries up- 
on their anfwers, might fix the 
truth more ftrongly in their misds. 

Mr. Mayhew was fo well ac- 
quainted with their language, that 
he was able to difcourfe freely 
with them upon any kind of fub- 
ject ; and to preach and pray in 
their tongue with the greateft 
readinefs ; which he mult have 
found of fingular advantage in 
the various inftru@ions he gave 
them, 

Like the great apoftle of the 
Gentiles, he took {pecial pains 
with them more privately ; which, 


.we doubt not, he found, by hap- 


Py experience, cminently to fub- 
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ferve the bleffed caufe he had un- 
dertaken.* 

Mr. Mayhew conftantlypreach- 
ed to the Englith at Tifbury for 
the fpace of 15 years to his death ; 
and about as long once every week 
to one or other of the Indian af- 
femblies on the Ifland. 

And having finifhed what God, 
in his Providence, faw meet to 
employ him in, he deceafed on 


February 3, 1689, in the 37th 





* This, without fcruple, was a wife 
ftep, whether the Indians, whom he 
called upon, and vifited, were con- 
verted to Chriftianity, or not, and only 
willing to pay attention to the eviden- 
ces of it Srippofe fome of them to 
have been ftill ina ftate of heathenifm, 
but yet pofleffed of fo much candor, as 
to be willing to hear what might be 
faid in fupport of Chriftianity, great 
benefit might refult from thefe private 
interviews. In this way, a miflionary 
may engage the affcQions of thofe he 
vifits; gaining this point may be of 
{pecial benefit to the heashen.—Thcir 
prejudices may, in fome degrec, be 
foon removed—beticr attention may be 
given to gofpel truth, and the eviden- 
ccs, by which it is eftablifhed. In oral 
conferences in private, a miflionary 
may oftentimes have a more favorable 
opportunity to explain the leading dec- 
trines of religion mote fully to the un- 
derftanding of people, than in public 
difcourfes; to anfwer obje&ions, re- 
move doubts, and prepare them to at- 
tend upon public exercifes to better ad- 
vantage. 

And when heathens have received the 
Chriftian faith, much good may refult 
from fuch private vifits; and it isa 
point of prudence to make them, 
when circumftances allow, and they 
co not interfere with public fervices, 
private ftudies, and devotional exercifes. 

Every inftrumental duty of religion 
has its particular benefits. *Tho’ faith 
comes by hearing, by the public difpen- 
fation of the divine word ; yet private 
addreffes are a good preparative for the 
reception of the gofpel preached by the 
ambaffadors of Chrift. In private in- 
terviews a minifter may fpeak more 
particularly, and adapt himfelf, with 
greater precifion to the flate and cen- 
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year of his age, and 16th of hie 
miniftry. He furvived his grand- 
father about eight years. He 
left the Indians in a very orderly 
way of aflembling on the Lord’s 
day for public worfhip, in four, 
or five feveral places. Their con- 
gregations were fupplied with 
well inftru&ted teachers of their 
own nation, who ufually began 
with prayer, and after finging 





dition of particular perfons, than he 
can do in his public difcourfes. In this 
way he may become better acquainted 
with the fpiritual ftate of profeffors, 
than in any other. He may know bet- 
ter what fubjeéts may be moft profita- 
ble to them in public. He may fome- 
times have a favorable opportunity of 
convincing the erronecous—reproving 
offenders—removing the doubts of the 
{crupulous—animating the timorous— 
and réprefling the confidence of over- 
forward profeffors. 

Pr vate, perfonal addreffes, when 
managed with wifdem, will fometimes 
make a decpcr imprefion upon the 
mind, than public difcourfes, tho’ they 
may contain the fame fentiments, and 
be delivered with becoming animation. 

Such private conferences fometimes 
give a minifter a fair opportunity of 
removing prejudices againft himfelf; 
and of conciliating the minds of con- 
tending people to each other. Dif- 
creetly managed, they tend to cement 
friendfhip, and to render his public ad- 
miniftrations more ufeful ‘hey will 
give peuple a better opinion of him; 
that he is heartily engaged to premote 
their beft interefts: He may alfo, in 
this way, obtain 2 more extenfive ac- 
quaintance with human nature, which 
is of great moment, in every branch 
of his duty. 

However, fuch vifits, tho’ ufeful, 
muft have their limits, and not intrench 
vpon other duties, whether public, or 
private-—-Whether upon preaching, 
which is the prime duty of a miffiona- 
ry ; or application to ftudy, in the neg- 
le& of which he will be but poorly 
qualified to difcharge the public, and 
private offices of his profefhon. In the 
feveral duties of his ftation, circumftances 
mit determine what proportion of time 
is to be allotted to each, 
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part of a pfalm, fpake to the au- 
ditors from fome portion of fac- 
edfcripture. He alfo left an In- 
dian church confifting of one hun- 
dred communicants, walking accor- 
ding to the rule of the {criptures.* 

Rev. John Mayhew was a per- 
fon of a clear judgment, great 


prudence, and of an excellent | 
fpirit: And the Indians very | 
much reforted to his houfe for | 


advice and inftruction, and alfo 
for relief in their wants: And as 
he was perfuaded that many of 
them were truly religious, he 
would fometimes fay, * That tho’ 
he had but little reward from men 
(having but about five pounds a 
year for his labors among them, 
excepting the two laft years) yet 
if he might be inftrumental in fa- 
ving any, he fhould be fully fat- 
ised, and think himfelf to be 
fufficiently recompenfed.”’ ‘The 
whole of what was allowed him 
for his inceffant labors both among 
the Indians and Englifh, put to- 
gether, would fcarcely amount to 
ten pounds a year, except the 
two laft years of his life. With 
juftice he could adopt the words 
ef the apoftle, and addrefs the peo- 
ple of his charge, “ I feek not 
yours, but you.” After the 
honorable commiffioners came to 
be acquainted with him, and the 
eminent fervices he did, they fet- 
tled upon him thirty pounds a 
year, the two laft years of his life. 

He waiked in his houfe with a 
perfect heart, having his children 
and domeftics in all fubje€tion, 
they both loving and revering 
him ; and being frequently and 
ferioufly inftructed by him. 

In his laft ficknefs, he expref- 
fed a defire, if it were the Divine 
will, that he might live a while 





_. Matthew Mayhew, and Indian 
Converts. 
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longer to have feen his children 


more ripened in age before he 
died ; and to have done more fer- 
vice for Chrift on the earth: But 
with refpect to his own ftate be- 
fore God, he enjoyed a great fe- 
renity of mind, having a lively 
apprehenfion of the mercy of God, 
thro’ the merits of Chnift: Far 
| from being afraid to die, having 
_ hopes, thro’ grace, of obtaining 
| eternal life, by Jefus Chrift our 





Lord. He counfelled, exhorted, 
and encouraged his relatives, and 
others, who came to vifit him : 
And with refpe& to himfelf, 
| among other things, faid, * He 
was perfuaded, that God wouki 
not place him with thofe after his 
death, in whofe company he could 
take no delight in his life time.” 
Thus expired this third fuccef- 
five preacher to the Indians of this 
worthy family, after he had fet 
another illuftrious example of fer- 
vent zeal for the glory of God, 
| a lively faith in the invifible and 
| eternal world, and a generous, 
great, and unremitting concern 
for the falvation of all about him. 
It isneedlefsto fay, that the lofs 
of him in the meridian of life, and 
efpecially fo foon after his grand- 
father’s deceafe, was deeply regret- 
ted both by Englifh and Indians. 
If we meafure life by a man’s 
picty, benevolence, great attivity, 
and eminent ufefulnefs, we may 
fay, with ftri& propriety, that 
Mr. Mayhew lived to an advan- 
ced period. The words of aa 
ancient Jewifh writer may be ap- 
plied to him, with as much juf- 
tice, as to moft men of a fimilar 
age ; ¢ Honorable age is not that, 
which ftandeth in length of time ; 
or that is meafured by a number 
of years: But qwi/dom is the grey 
hair unto man; and an un/potted 
life is old age.”” 











(To be continued. ) 
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The work of God perfed. 
(Contin. from Vol. II. p. 465.) 


NUMBER III. 


AVING in my fecond num- 
ber attempted to trace the 
evidence of this great truth, 
That none is good but one, God, in 
the work of creation—in God’s 
difpenfation towards the angels— 
in his general plan of mercy 
towards fallen man and in one par- 
ticular branch of this plan, the 
events of his common providence : 
I proceed to trace the evidence of 
the fame truth, 

2. In the objects of divine mer- 
cy. Thefe were finning men and 
not finning angels. 
terand not the former been the 
objects of divine mercy, the im- 
perfe&t views of creatures might 
fuggeit the doubt whether God, in 
choofing them, might not havehad 
refpe&t totheir fuperior greatnefs 
and excellence in their firft forma- 
tion. But he that calleth things 
that are not as though they were, 
faw fit, in the choice he made, to 
fhow otherwife. Man was not 
chofen becaufe his fin was venial, 
or becaufe he was lefs guilty than 
the finning angels ; he deferved 
condemnation as much as they. 
His eleétion of God was an aét 
of fovereign goodnefs ; {till there 
are goodreafons for all God’s atts ; 
he does not will and aét becaufe 
he will ; but he wills and aéts as 
he does, rather than otherwife, 
becaufe it is fit. It would be 
prefumption to decide with confi- 
dence on all the reafons of the di- 
vine conduét in any cafe ; but in 
the cafe before us, it is apparent, 
that God has ordained, according 
toa known maxim of his king- 
dom, That the firft fhall be laft, 
and the laft firft ; and it feems rea- 
fonable to fuppofe, that God in 
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the difpenfation of his grace, pro- 
ceeds on this rule to the intent shat 
none may glory in his prefence, and 
that the tranfcendant glory which 
God will beftow on creatures the 
moft worthlefs, guilty and forlorn, 
who are redeemed from amongft 
men, might appear to be all of 
God. Thusas the old creation 
muft have appeared more glorious 
and divine when contrafted with 
the chaos out of which it was 
formed ; fo the new creation, the 
end and perfeétion of all God’s 
works, will appear more glorious 
and divine when contrafted with 
the fhapelefs and vile materials out 
of which it was formed, and will 


_be more tothe glory and praife 
Had the lat- 


of all his perfeétions. Again, 

Though the eleCtion of grace 
is confined to men, yet it isa moft 
folemn truth, that it does not em- 


| brace all men, fome will be left to 
. their awn chofen way, and under 
the dominion of that carnal mind 


which is enmity againft God, will 


, choofe the way to death. The 


difference in temper, chara¢ter and 
ftate between them and the faved, 
is wholly of God, who worketh 
all things after the counfel of his 
own will. It is not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, 
but of God that fhoweth mercy. 
The faved are born of the Spirit, 
regeneration then is the work of 
the Spirit, known unto God are 
all his works from the foundation 
of the world; andif known then 
decreed. Where God has decreedto 
work, he has decreed to fave, and 
where hc has decreed not to work, 
he has decreed not to fave. The 


| heart of enmity cannot enjoy God 


or heaven ; onthe contrary, it is 
the forerunntr and certain fource 
of endiefs woe. No man can 
change his own heart, or act upon 
higher principles than he has. 
Fee cannot by an act of the will 
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that appear beautiful, which he 
hates; or, to make that appear 
deformed, which he loves. ‘The 
reafon of loving or hating partic- 
ular objeéts muft be fought for in 
the nature of the foul itfelf, and 
not in the exercifes of the will. 
All men therefore lie at mercy ; 
«« By grace are ye faved through 


“ faith, and that, not of your- | 


“ felves it is the gift of God.” 
There is indubitable evidence then 
that eternal life to finners of the 
human race, is the free gift of 
God ; it is infinite mercy. The 
faved have not whereof to glory, 
neither before God, nor man. 
Again, 

A great proportion of thofe 
whom God has chofen, from age 
to age, as the objects of mercy, 
have been from what are efteemed 
the lower ranks of fociety. Thus 
our Saviour in the days of his 
ficfh, while he paffed by the court 
of Herod, and the palace of the 
high-pricft, and thofe, generally, 
whowere of the Jewifh Sanhedrim, 
or of the fcribes, pharifees and 
doétors of the law, chofe the fo- 
ciety of perfons in obfcure life, 
conforted with publicans and fin- 
ners, and conferred his choiceft 
bleflings, more commonly, on the 
poor, the maimed, the halt and 
the blind. ‘ He was anointed to 
* preach good tidings, unto the 
“‘ meek, to bind up the broken 
*‘ hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
“‘the captives, and the opening 
‘‘the prifon to them that are 
* bound.”? God’s purpofe feems 
to have been in this to ftain the 
pride of all human glory ; and 
St. Paul isexprefs, “That God 
‘‘ hath chofen the foolifh things 
‘¢ of the world to confound the 
“‘ wife ; and weak things of the 
“‘ world to confound the things 
“ thatare mighty ; and bafe things 














[juty, 


control his affeGtions, to make , “ of the world, and things that 


‘are defpifed hath God chofen ; 
“¢ Yea, and things which are not, 
“to bring to npught things that 
“are; that no flefo foould glory in 
“ his prefence.”’? Once more, 
The miferable and forlorn cir. 
cumftances of the peopleornations 


| which God hath fucceffively cho- 


fen to be his peculiar people, at 
the time of manifefting to them 
his fpecial favor, evince the fame 
truth. God firft chofe the people 
of Ifrael to be a fpecial, peculiar 
people unto himfelf, above all peo. 
ple that were upon the face of the 
earth. And he tells them that 
he did not fet his love upon them, 
nor choofe them, becaufe they 
were more in number than any 
people ; for they were the fewe/f 
of all people. But becaufe he 
loved them, and becaufe he would 
keep the oath, which he had 
{worn unto their fathers. Their 
miferable ftate, when God catft 
an eye of pity on them, is affect- 
ingly defcribed by the prophet 
Ezekiel, under the figure of aa 
expofed infant, in thefe words. 
“ Thus faith the Lord God unto 
“ Jerufalem, thy birth and thy 
“ nativity is of the land of Ca- 
“ naan: Thy father was an Am- 
“* orite, and thy mother a Hittite. 
“ And as forthy nativity in the 
‘6 day thou wait born, thy navel 
“ was not cut, neither waft thou 
“‘ wafhed in water to fupple thee, 
“ thou waft not falted at all, nor 
“ {waddled at all. No eye pitied 
“thee, todo any of thefe unto 
*‘ thee, to have compaffion upon 
“thee ; but thou was caf out in 
“ the open field to the loathing of 
“thy perfon ; in the day that 
“ thou waft born. And when [ 
‘¢ pafled by thee, and faw thee 
“‘ polluted in thine own blood, 
‘I faid unto thee, when thou 
“6 waft in thy blood, live; yea, I 
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« {aid unto thee, when thou 
« waft in thy blood, live.” The 
ftrength of the tender mercies of 
God toward them is exhibited to 
the beft advantage by their contin- 
ued provocations, their perfidy, 
and bafe ingratitude, after God 
had brought them into the moft 
honorable relation to himfelf. So, 
when the Jews were broken off 
from the family and church of 
God through unbelief, and the 
Gentiles were adopted intoit, their 
circumftances were equally wretch- 
ed. Sufficient time had elapfed, 
fince the calling of the Jews, to 
fhow, that thofe nations, left to 
themfelves, would never return to 
God ; but, on the contrary, 
while they, at leaft fome of them, 
rapidly advanced in philofephy 
and the arts, would increafe in 
all manner of wickednefs, and in 
brutifh ignorance of the one true 
God ; andthat their ftate, with- 
out divine aid, was utterly hope- 
lefs. That fuch was their true 
ftate may be feen in the 1 chap. of 
St. Paul’s Epiftle to the Romans, 
where their charaéter is deferibed 
at large. Thefe nations are de- 
feribed in the ¢4 Chap. of Ifaiah 
under the image of a barren wo- 
man, who had been repudiated in 
her youth, and had lived in a def- 
olate, afflicted and comfortlefs 
ftate, but at laft was received into 
favor and addreffed with thefe 
healing and comfortable words: 
“ Sing, O, barren, thou that 
* didit not bear, break forth in- 
“to finging thou that did not 
“travail with child; for more 
** are the children of the defolate, 
“ than the children of the married 
“‘ wife, faith the Lord. For thy 
“ maker is thy hufband, the Lord 
“ of hofts is his name. For the 


“ Lord hath called thee as a wo- 
“* man forfaker and grieved in fpir- 
“it, and as a wife of youth, when 
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“thou waft refufed, faith thy 
“ God. Forafmallmoment have 
“ I forfaken thee ; but with great 
“¢ mercies will I gather thee. In 
‘a little wrath I hid my face 
*¢ from thee, for a moment, but 
“ with everlafting loving-kindnefs 
«< will I have mercy on thee, faith 
“the Lord thy Redeemer. O 
“ thou affiGed, toffed with tempef 
“‘ and not comforted ! Behold I will 
*¢ lay thy ftones with fair colors, 
“‘ and thy foundations with fap- 
“ phires.”” So the whole houfe of 
Ifrael are now, and have been for 
ages in a defperate ftate, vilibly 
rejected of God; but are preferv- 
+ asa monument of wrath, and 
asa fign and a wonder to all na- 
tions ; their cafe is fo hopelefs, 
that they are compared to a valley 
of dry bones; yet at the time 
appointed they fhall be revived, 
they fhall become one nation in 
the land, upon the mountains of 
Ifrael, and fhall dwell therein for- 
ever, and David fhall be their 
prince, and God’s fan&tuary {hall 
be in the midft of them for ever- 
more. Thus God. as St. Paul tef- 
tifies, hath concluded Jew and 
Gentile in unbelief that he might 
have mercy upon all. Or, that 
their calling and adoption fuccef- 
fively into God’s family might be 
feen to be wholly from God, and 
an expreffion of mere mercy. 

3d. In the difcipline which di- 
vine wifdom has chofen to train up 
his people for the heavenly inher- 
itance. What is particularly re- 
ferred to, as pertinent to the ar- 
gument in hand, is the oppofition 
which, purfuant to the divine dif- 
pofal, has ever been made to the 
people of God, by the powers of 
earthand of hell andby theremain- 
ing corruptions, or body of fin, 
within them. This will be con- 
fidered, briefly, in refpeét to the 
church of God in general, and ia 
C 7 
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refpeét to individual believers, to- 

ether with fome things which re- 
fate to their prefervation, fupport 
and deliverance. The ferpent 
paving feduced our firft parents 
into rebellion againft God, in the 
fentence which God pronounced 
againft him, he fays, ‘1 will put 
“enmity, between thee and the 
«¢ woman, and between thy feed 
“« and her feed, it fhall bruife thy 
«¢ head, and thou fhalt bruife his 
‘«‘heel.”” Every period of time 
fince bears witnefs to the truth of 
this prediction. It is unneceflary 
to mention particulars ; to do jui- 
tice to this fubje& would be the 
fame as to write a hiftory of the 
church from the beginning. It 
is more to the purpofe to ob- 
ferve, that the oppofition has al- 
ways been fo great, that nothing 
could control or fubdue it but 
the power of God himfelf. It 
was the arm of the Lord which 
faved the church of the old world, 
and deftroyed its enemies, when 
the earth was filled with violence. 
It was the arm of the Lord that 
cut Rahab and wounded the dra- 
gon. It wasthe arm of the Lord 
that dried up the fea, the waters 
of th¢ great deep, that made the 
depths of the fea, a way for the 
ranfomed to pafs over. But the 
arm of the Lord is not made bare 
in view of the nations in miraculous 
works only ; it is fo, in the con- 
currenge of ordinary events, which, 
under the divine direction, work 
together for the prefervation of the 
church in times of the moft immi- 
nent danger ; or for its enlarge- 
ment in times of diftrefs. It is 
vifible in raifing up Cyrus and Ar- 
taxarxes, heathen princes, to re- 
itore and build Jerufalem as well 
as inthe deftruGtion of Pharaoh 
and his hoft in the red fea. It is 
feen in the advancement of Either 
and Mordecai in the court of Per- 
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fia, inthe unreft of Ahafuerus, 
which produced the fearch of the 
records, in the fudden reverfe which 
caufed Haman the Jews, enemy to 
be hanged upon the gallows which 
hehad prepared for Mordecai, and 
in the confequent complete deliv. 
erance of the Jews from utter de- 
ftruétion, as well as in caufin 
the fun to ftand ftill in Gibeon, 
and the moon in the valley of Aja- 
lon. It appears in the deftruction 
of Jerufalem by the Romans, af- 
ter that bloody city had killed the 
prince of life, and had become 
the moft dangerous enemy and 
perfecutor of the Chriftian church 
—in the elevation of Conftantine 
to the imperial throne, at a period 
when perfecution appears to have 
almoft finifhed its bloody work, in . 
the extirpation of the Chriftian 
name—in the various events which 
gradually revealed the man of fin 
until he had exalted himfelf above 
all that is called God, or that is 
worfhipped, and had become the 
dragon’s moft complete reprefen- 
tative,—in thofe which have hith- 
erto preferved the true church du- 
ring his reign, and in thofe which 
have, by various fteps, humbled 
this its laft and greateft enemy ; 
as well as in the deftruction of 
Sifera and his hoft by the hand of 
Deborah and Barak—of the Mid- 
lanites by the hand of Gideon— 
of the Ethiopians by the hand of 
Afa—of the children of Am- 
mon, Moab, and mount Seir, by 
the hands of each other—or of 
the hundred and four-fcore and 
five thoufand Affyrians by the 
hand of theangel of the Lord. 
Indeed the ftate of things from 
the beginning has been fuch as di- 
vine wifdom {aw beft calculated to 
difplay, in the fulleft manner, the 
enmity of the feed of the ferpent 
to the feed of the woman, to lead 
the people of God to fee that all 
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good is from him, to truft with 
unfhaken confidence in his power 
and grace, and to render the final 
vi@ory of the promifed feed, in 
bruifing the ferpent’s head, moft 
complete and glorious. Thefe 


and fimilar ends God has attained | 


by the exifting ftate of things in 
every age, in railing up and put- 
ting down fucceflively the Egyp- 
tian, Affyrian, Perfian, Grecian, 
Roman, and other great monar- 
chies of the earth, and in giving 
them dominion and great authori- 
ty, while the church and people 
of God have been for the mott 
part, asto human fupport, feeble 
and defencelefs, and fubject to 
that dominion—in the reign of 
Antichrift, and prefervation of 
the church, notwithftanding he 
has been drunken with the blood 
of the faints, and with the blood 
of the martyrs of Jefus ; and the 
fame ends will be attained by the 
prefent flate of the nations, par- 
ticularly of the Jews, and of thofe 
Geatile nations who have not yet 
received the Gofpel, and by the 
creat apoftacy which is, at the 
prefent day, prevailing among 
thofe nations, which have long 
enjoyed and long abufed the gof- 
pel ; as well as by that glorious 
and final deliverance of the church 
which fhall take place, when the 
faints fhall poflefs the kingdom, 
‘Though the great events refer- 
red to in the lait particular relate 
to the church as a community, 
and are calculated to form a per- 
fet fociety, yet they do this by 
forming the character of individ- 
uals, which fhall compofe that fo- 
ciety. Their perfect on confilts 
in being By with the knowledge 
and love of God and in the full 
enjoyment af him. Every agent 
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is, God is an infinite agent, and of 
courfe his works are infinite, and 
beyond the comprehenfion of fi- 
nite minds. None by fearching 
can find out God, none can find 
out the Almighty unto perfection. 
Still, enough may be known, as 
explained by himfelf, to fit us to 
bear a part in that fociety which, 
as awhole, and in all its parts, 
will be of perfeét beauty. And 
as no event can take place, but 
will, rightly underftood, direétiy 
difcover the heart of God ; fo 
no doubt, the holy inhabitants ot 
Heaven will be eternally employ- 
ed in fearching the works of God 
with ever-growing delight and im- 
provement. But I proceed te 
what is dire€tly in view to confider 
the evidence arifing from the op- 
pofition which good men experi- 
ence in their Chriftian courfe from 
Satan and their own remaining 
corruptions, of the great truth, 
That there is none good but one that 
is God. 

Itis eafy with God, by an in- 
ftantaneous aft, completely to 
fanctify the foul of the greatedt 
finner, and to fit it for Heaven ; 
and doubtlefs he fometimes does 
this ; but generally, fan¢tification 
is, at firft, but in part ; and is 
gradually progreflive in thofe who 
are its happy iubje¢ts. The being 
of fin, in the heart of fuch as are 
born of God, is viewed by them 
as it really is in itfelf, the greateit 
of all evils ; but ftill,dt isthe oc- 
cafionof great goodtothem. It 
is feen by them more diftin€lly, ae 
abominable and hateful when in 
actual exercife, as it were bran- 
difhing its forked tongue, than it 
could be in recollettion only, as 
having once exifted ; fucha view 
| of it, as is exhi ibited by a clear 


i3 known by his works ; and God, perception of God’s perfe& law, 
the firft, the greateft and the beit, 


The diffic ulty 


is knowa by his. 





will excite in them fervent prayer 
for deliverance ; it will humble 
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and empty them, and bring them 
to the foot of God ; it will evince, 
their ill-defert, their utter infuf- 
ficiency for any thing that isgood, 
and their abfolute dependence on 
God for the being and exercife 
ef a prineiple of fpiritual life. 
It will illuftrate the long-fuffering 
and patience of Godtowardsthem, 
the ftability of his promifes, and 
perpetuity of his covenant, in 
keeping them, through faith un- 
to falvation, and alfo the nature, 
ftrength and glory of divine love, 
triumphing over all their bafenefs 
and ingratitude ; it will caufe 
them to cry, with the Apoitle 
Paul,in his own cafe. ‘“* Owretch- 
s©edman that lam, who fhall 
«¢ deliver me from the body of this 
death ?? It will wean them 
from the world ; it will reconcile 
them to dying, asthe only means 
of complete deliverance ; and, 
while they are in the body, it will 
caufe them to groan earneftly, not 
that they would be unclothed, but 
clothed upon, that mortality might 
be fwallowed up of life. Indwel- 


hag fin, will through the force of 


fudden temptation, too often 
break forth, ‘and become vifible 
to the eye of man, as it always 
is tothe omnifcient eye of God ; 
this will not fail to occafion in 
them the moft poignant diftrefs 
and fhame ; willexpofe them to 
theinfults of theadverfary of fouls; 
and will involve them in darknefs, 
doubts and fears, like Jonah when 
«he cried from the belly of hell 
“by reafon of his afflition.”’ 
God is no refpecter of perfons, 
and fin in his own children is as 
odious to him, as it is in others ; 
and indeed more fo, as more ag. 
gravated ; but thereis good rea- 
fon to believe that it will, whether 
indwelling or out-breaking, ulti- 
mately iffue in their {piritual good. 
They are fecured from final a- 
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poftacy by the covenant of grace, 
Though they fall, they fhall not 
be utterly caft down, forthe Lord 
upholdeth them with his hand. 
Neither height nor depth fhall be 
able to feparate them from the 
love of God. David’s fin was 
always before him ; he remem- 
bered it, many years after its com- 
miffion, when he fled from Abfa- 


| lom ; and when, on direCting Za, 


doc to carry back the ark of God 
into the city, he made the follow- 
ing refleGtion: ‘ If I fhall find 
“‘ favor intheeyes of the Lord, 
“he will bring me again, and 
<¢ fhow me both it, and his habita- 


| © tion; but if he thus fay, I have 


“ no delight in thee ; behold here 
«“}am I, Ict him do to me, what 
‘¢ feemeth good unto him.” And 
he had it in view, in his anfwer to 
Abithai defiring liberty to take 
off the head of Shimei for curf- 
ing the King, when he came to 
Bahvrim, in thefe words ; “ So 
Jet him curfe, becaufe the Lord 
«¢ hath faid unto him curfe David; 
¢ Ict him alone, and let him curfe, 
“¢ for the Lord hath bidden him.” 
He was in confequence of it more 
penitent, more humble, more pa- 
tient, more fubmiffive to the will 
of God, more fenfible of his de- 
pendence on God, and he loved 
Ged the more, becaufe more was 
forgiven him. The fall and re- 
covery of David happened for an 
enfample, and they are written 
for our admonition, on whom the 
ends of the world are come ; they 
ferve to guard Chriftians in all af- 
ter ages from prefumptuous fin, 
onthe one hand ; and on the 
other, from defpair ; and the pen- 
itential pfalms, which David 
wrote on the occafion, and which 
lead us up to the fountain of fin 
in the heart, have greatly enrich. 
ed the canon of feripture ; and 
they have been the language, iy 
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which deep penitence has expref- 
fed itfelf, inevery period of the 
Chriftian church. Time was, 
when Peter could confidently fay 
to Chritt, “ Though all men deny 
thee, yet will not I.” But after 
his fall, we hear no more of this 
vain confidence. When the rifen 
Saviour demands of him, ** Lov- 
“ eft thou me more than thefe ?” 
He modeftly anfwers. *¢ Thou 


kuowelt that J love thee,” with- | 


out drawing others, to their dif- 
advantage, into comparifon with 
himfelf. 

Chriitians have to fight not on- 
ly againft flefh and blood, but a- 
gainit principalities and powers ; 
and, as they advance in the Chrif- 
tian courfe, they are more and 
more fenfible that they are utterly 
unable to contend with the pow- 
ers of darknefs in their own 
ftrength, that they can maintain 
the combat and gain the victory 
only by taking to themfelves the 
whole armour of God, and that 
Satan fubmits to no power, but to 
that of the great captain of their 
falvation. 

Add tothis, God is pleafed, as 
afovereign, to afford, orto with- 
draw his comforting prefence, as 
the peculiar ftate of his people re- 
quires ; when he favors them with 
the light of his countenance they 
rejoice, and when he withholds it, 
they languifh and mourn ; and 
faints, in all ages, have, at times, 
complainedof the hidingsof God’s 
face. Having had fome difcove- 
ries of the divine glory, the full 
vilion and fruition of God is their 
fupreme defire, and the withhold- 
ing of it their greateft grief. 
Thus, in particular circumftances, 
it is the language of Job : “ Be- 
“hold, I go forward, but he is 
* not there ; and, backward, but 
* I cannot perceive him; on the 


left hand, where he doth work, | 
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“ but I cannot behold him ; he 
“hideth himfelf on the right 
“hand, that I cannot fee him. 
* Othat Iknew where I might 
“find him !” And of David: 
“© Why ftandeft thou afar off, O 
*¢ Lord, why hideft thou thyfelf, 
‘‘ in times of trouble 7’ Of the 
church: *¢ Wherefore hideft thou 
*‘ thy face and forgetteft our af- 
* fliclion and our oppreffion ?”’ I 
“fought him, whom my foul 
* loveth, I fought him, but I 
“‘ found him not.”” And of our 
bleffed Saviour, when expiring on 
the crofs : «¢ My God, my God, 
«¢ why haft thou forfaken me ?”’ 
The a& of God, in withdrawing 
himfelf, does not neceffarily imply 
fin in the fubje@, for Chnift, who 
experienced this withdrawment, 
knew no fin. In relation to him, 
however, it was both retributive 
and difciplinary ; retributive, as 
it was no {mall part of the penalty 
of God’s law which he fuffered, 
in expiating our fins ; difciplinary, 
as he learned obedience by the 
things which he fuffered ; but, in 
relation to the faints, it feems to 
be difciplinary only, and no part 
of the penalty of the law. It is 
defigned for the advancement of 
their beft good ; it teaches them 
effeGtually their abfolute depend- 
ence on God, for all their fpirit- 
ual enjoyments, and the worth of 
the divine prefence ; it prepares 
them for lively exercifes of grati- 
tude and joy, on its return, and 
fits them for the work of eternal 
praife, when faith fhall be fwai- 
lowed up in vifion. 
OMICRON. 
(To be continued. ) 





Nymphas to Sofipater. 
(Contin. from Vol. II. p. 453-) 
LETTER ITIt. 
S there not fomething furpri- 
fing and awfully affeCting in 
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the conduct of profeffors of the 
prefent day, with refpe& to the 
falvation of others ? Is not the 
language of Cain the very lan- 
guage of many, Am I my broth- 
er’s keeper? Is it not truly won- 
derful, that we feel fuch a cold 
indifference about their eternal fal- 
vation ; and in fact do fo little to 
pluck them as brands out of the 
burning, and prevent their utter 
ruin ? When we turn our atten- 
tion to them as being formed ra- 
tional creatures, furnifhed with 
noble and immortal powers, in 
their nature adapted to pleafe and 
glorify their God and Saviour and 
to promote their own andthehigh- 
cit prefent and eternal good of his 
moral kingdom, the worth of the 


foul rifes beyond the loftieft con- | 


ceptions of Angels. Creatures 
formed with fuch powers, furnifh- 
ed for the nobleft fervice and for 
enjoying the higheft kind of blef- 
{ednefs, are of fome real worth, 
even on fuppofition their exiftence 
would terminate with this momen- 
tary life. Of what incomparable 
worth muft they then be, if after 
as many millions of ages have rol- 
led away, as there are fands on 
the fea fhore or drops of water in 
the ocean, their eternity is but be- 
ginning ? How can it appear to 
us a matter of fuch indifference 
whether creatures of fuch incom- 


parable worth, be faved or loft, 


forever ? Forthere is no other al- | 


ternative. If they are not faved, 
they will certainly be loft. Js it 
pofible, looking on any individu- 
alin the circle of our acquaint- 
ance, if we can think ita matter 
ef little importance whether he be 
ufeful and happy even through 
Ife 2? Much rather, it would feem 
impofMble that we can feel a cold 
indifference whether he fhould be 

aleful and happy forever and ev- 
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er. How wonderful is our luke. 
warmnefs in this grand bufinefs! 
How aftonifhing is it that we de 
fo little and are fo little engaged ! 
Our aftonifhment in view of our 
feelings and conduét, with ref. 
pect to the falvation of our fel- 
low finners muft rife much higher, 
when we confider what. infinite 
love has done to fave man. God 
the father has given and fet forth 
his dear and well beloved Son, te 
be a propitiation, that whofoever 
believeth in him fhould not perifh 
but have eternal life. With ref- 
erence to this the fon of God has 
become incarnate, fulfilled all 
righteoufnefs, and humbled him- 
felf and become obedient to death, 
the painful ignominious death of 
the crofs. With refpe& to this, 
the holy fpirit exerts his almighty 
energy in convincing of fin, right- 
eoufnefsand judgment, and in fhew- 
ing Chrift to them and if unwil- 
ling, making them willing to re- 
nounce the world, to forfake all 
and follow Chrit. With refpeét 
tothis, prophets, apoftles, evan- 
gelifts, paftors and teachers have 
been given, and the Golden Can- 
disfticks have been fet up in the 
world, and divine ordinances have 
been inftituted. With refpe& to 
this, angels are ever on_the wing. 
Can we think for a moment on 
what the father of mercies has 
done and of his unfpeakable gift ? 
Can we read the memoirs of the in- 
carnation, the obedience and fuf- 
ferings, life and death of the ado- 
rable fon of God, how he agoni- 
zed in the garden and poured out 
his foul in tears and blood, on the 
accurfed tree, and not feel amaze- 
ment in view of our failings and 
conduct, that we are fo languid, 
fo very lukewarm in our endeavors 
to fave fouls from eternal death, 
and hide the multitudes of their 
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fins? Truly I am a wonder to | the facred three have done and are 
myfelf, that I am fo loft to all} doing in the profecution of this 
feeling and tender concern for my | work, the intereft which the in- 
fellow finners, who are rufhing on | habitants of heaven take in the 
in a mad career into the devouring | falvation of finners, for “ there 
flames and am difpofed to do fo | isjoy in heaven over one finner 
little. May we not blufh and | that repenteth,” and the zeal of 
hide our heads for fhame, that | the Apoftles and the firft Chrif- 
we fo little refemble the father of | tians, upbraid our ftupor, and call 
mercies ; that we are fo exceed- | upon us to engage in this bufinefs 
ingly unlikehim whom we call our | according to its importance. If 
Lord and mafter, who came from | we faw finners furrounded in the 
the bofom of delights to that very | flames of their houfes, fhould we 
crofs to fave finners, and is now | not fly to their relief and do eve 
high enthroned and vefted with u- _ thing which could be done? And 
niverfal dominion that he might | fhould we not much rather exert 
deliver poor finners from fin, death | ourfelves to fave them from ever- 
and hell and raife them to the | lafting burnings? Their danger 
heights of bleffednefs in heavenly | is great and prefling, the world, 
places ? the flefh and the devil, are com- 
Yea, fhame may cover us that | bined to effe& their deftruCtion. 

we fall fo far behind the apoftles | And alas! The poor creatures, 
and the firft churches, in the zeal | arein general, in adeath-like fleep, 
we employ in this momentous bu- | fearlefs of danger. What a great 
finefs—They breathed the very, | and blefled thing would it be, if 
fpirit of their divine mafter and | we, thro’ the Lord’s grace might 
clofely followed him in their pain- be inftrumental, in faving even 
ful labors and travels for the fal- | one of our fellow finners from 
vation of fingers. What ardor | mifery ? 
of foul did the great apottle Paul} = Let us put on Chrift, and im- 

| 

| 

| 








breathe ? How glorioufly did he | bibe large meafures of his fpirit 
exert himfelf ? Nothing feemed to | and follow him, let us imitate the 
him too much to do and fufferin | example he has left us, of the 
this all.important bufinefs. In | kindeft, tendereft love to fouls ; 
tranfacting this he was undifmay- | let us keep him in view and like 
ed in the view of the moft threat- | him let us be ready to make any 
ening danger. In profecuting | facrifice in fuch a caufe, and be 
this, he was willing to fpend and | | ready to do and fuffer as we have 
be fpent—yea to {pill the lait drop | ability and opportunity, for the 
of his blood.. Nothing was fuf- | falvation of fouls, and finally 
ficient te damp his ardor, or di- | may we fhine in that kingdom of 
vert the current of his endeavors. | our father, among thofe who win 
His very foul was all love to fin- | fouls and turn many to righteonf- 
ners, and he was indefatigable in| nefs. Yours, &c. 
ae labors for their falvation. His 
ellow laborers and the firft church- , . Pe 
es of the faints breathed the fame | 2” the moral imperfection of Coy 





lovely fpirit and followed him as tians. 
he followed Chrift, and nobly ex- T is a clear cafe, that Chrif- 
erted themfelves in the fame glo- tians are morally imperfect, 





rious bufinefss The grand things and that, while in this life, they 
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have much remaining fin. This 
moral imperfeétion of Chriftians 
mutt confift, either in the incons 
flancy of their holy exercifes—in 
diffin® exercifes of a different and 
oppofite nature at the fame time—or, 
in moral imperfeEion in their holy exs 
ercifes themfelves. We can con- 
ceive of no other, than one of 
thefe ways, wherein Chriftians can 
fail of moral perfection. If it 
be inthe firf, it is to be fuppofed 
that the.holy affeftions they ex- 
ercife are perfea!y holy, but inter- 
rupted by affections, which are 
wholly and totally finful. If it 
be in this that the moral imperfec- 
tion of Chriftians confilts, the fol- 
lowing confequences muft be ad- 
mitted, viz. 

1. That growth in grace, ex- 
cepting fuch improvement as _ will 
be in Chriftians after they arrive 
toa ftate of perfeGtion never again 
to be interrupted by fin, confitts 
in the nearer approach to conffancy 
of holy exercifes. ‘That it is the 
duty of Chriftians to grow in 
graces—that they are frequently 
exhorted to it, in the word of 
God—and, that they in faé do, 
will not be denied. This growth 
in grace muft imply a nearer ap- 
proach to freedom from fin. But 
as their oly exercifes are already 
tree from fin, the exhortation can 
be complied with on/y by their be- 
ing lefs frequently interrupted by 
fuch as are iinful. And if the 
Chriftian’s growth in grace imply 
a lefs frequent interruption of ho- 
iy affeftions, nothing appears to 
torbid the expectation of an unin- 
terrupted fucceffion of perfedly 
holy exercifes, in Chriftians, for 
days, months, and even years. 
And whenever this thall be the 
cafe, the Chriftian arrives to all 
that finlefs perfection the greateft 
enthufrafts ever imagine attainable 
in the prefent fate, and may tru- 
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ly fay, “ Thave no fin.” But the 
apoftle fays, 1 John, i. 8. If we 
‘ fay that we have no fin, we de- 
‘ ceive ourfelves, and the truth is 
* not in us.” 

2. If Chriftians are perfeétly 
holy in this life, excepting that, 
at times, their holinefs is inter- 
rupted by fome finful affeCtion; it 
is not readily difcerned why they 
may not, alfo, be perfectly free from 
erroneous opinion. As all necef- 
fary truth is clearly and ‘perfectly 
revealed, in the holy fcriptures ; 
and, the revelation altogether a- 
dapted to the natural capacities of 
men, it may not be admitted that 
an unprejudiced mind will ever 
mifunderftand or pervert divine 
truth: But on the other hand, 
as our Savior fays, Matt. vi. 22. 
“If thine eye be fingle, thy 
‘* whole body fhall be fulloflight.”” 
On the fame ground he faid a- 
gain, John vii. 17. ‘ If any 
“ man will do his, (God’s) will, 
“he fhall know of the doétrine, 
« whether it be of God, or wheth- 
“er I {peak of myfelf.”” The 
apoftle fays, alfo, 1 Cor. xiii. 7. 
that * love believeth all things.” 
We might, therefore, rationally 
expect perfe&t harmony in fenti- 
ment, among Chriftians ; as, ale 
fo, perfe&t brotherly love.— 
Should it be faid, that this per- 
fe& harmony in fentiment, and 
perfe&t brotherly love, are pre- 
vented by finful affe€tions, which, 
at times, intervene ; it may be 
replied, this would not prevent 
perfe&t harmony of fentiment 
and affeétion during the period, 
however long, of the fucceffion 
of holy affeGtions. But when 
thofe exercifes, or that train of ex- 
ercifes take place, which, by fup- 
pofition, are totally finful, how 
widely Chriftians may differ, in 
fentiment, is utterly uncertain : 
As, alfo, whether any erroneous 
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belicf whatever, be inconfiftent 
with the fubje&t’s being a child of 
God—But this much is’ certain, 
they would be totally deftitute of 
brotherly love and would ee 
as the feriptures defcribe wicked 
men, hateful and hating each other. 

3. If the holy affeGtions of 
Chriftians are perfect, and entire- 
ly free from fin, no good reafon, 
it is conceived, can be given, why 
any one, who is born of God, 
fhould be without the fu// affurance 
of hope. Perte& love to God and 
to our. fellow-men is fo entirely 
diftin&, in its nature, from any 
thing ever found .in the natural 
heart, and fo totally oppofite to 
it, that it cannot be miitaken. 
We may as well fuppofe, that a 
perfon _ inftantaneoufly _reftored 
trom perfeét blindnefs, to full and 
clear vifion, fhould feel uncertain 
whether he fee the fun; as, that 
one reltored from perfe& moral 
blindnefs, to perfe& {piritual ight, 
fhould feel uncertain whether, or 
not, he beheld the glory of God. 
Yet the apoitle reprefents the full 
affurance of hope to be the fruit 
of diligent application to duty. 
Heb. vie 11. And the afurance 
of our calling and election is fpo- 
ken of, i Pet. i. 10. a3 the ef- 
fe& of diligence. Thefe pafia- 
ges imply, that the affurance of 
hope, and of our calling and elec- 
tion, does not accompany the firft 
gracious exercifes, which take 
place in the heart of one, who is 
born of God; hut that it is the 
fruit, only ofa fucceffion, and 
an increafing ftrength and purity 
of holy affe€tions. : 

4. That the exercifes of the 
Chriftian’s affections fhould be at 
any time wholly and totally finful, 
is afuppofition, which does not 
accord with what the apoftle af- 
ferts of him, who is born of God, 
viz. that Ais feed remaineth in him, 
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1 John, iii, 9. ~ Peter, alfo; 
fpeaks of Chriftians, as being 
born, not of corruptible; but of 
incorruptible feed, by the word 
of God, which liveth and abidethi 
forever. 1 Pet. i. 23. This feed 
mutt be the fpirit of God, or ho- 
ly love in the heart. And if it 
remain in him who is born of God; 
fo that he cannot fin, it muft be 
that he is never without it—nev- 


er wholly deftitute of it, after it. 


is implanted in him.—If he be ev- 
er wholly without it; and fin with 
the whole heart; as. wicked men 
do, how can it with-truth and juf- 
tice be faid, that God’s feed re- 
mains in him,and that hecannot fin. 

5. To fuppofe the mioral im- 


perfeétion of Chriftians to confift ’ 


in the inconflancy of their holy ex+ 
ercifes, feems not confiftent with 
the reprefeatation the {criptures 
give of the ftruggle and warfare; 
which ‘Chriitians have within 
themfelves. The apoftle fpeaks 
of fiefhly lufts warring again{t the 
foul, 1 Pet. iis 11. And Paul, 


{peaking of Chriftians, fays, Gal. ° 


v. 176 © The fhefh luitethagainft 
“‘ the fpirit, and the fpirit againft 
“‘ the flefh : And thefe are con- 
‘‘ trary the one to the other ; fo 
“that ye cannot do the things 
“‘ that ye would.”” And thatthis 
contrariety of luftings or defires 
in the fame mind, does not confift 
in the perfe&t oppofition of dif- 
ferent and fuccefive affections to 
each other, appears froza what 
the fame apoftle fays of himfelf, 
Rom. vii. 21. ‘ I find then a 
«¢ Jaw, that when I would do good, 
‘‘ evilis prefent with me.” But 
while. the affeGtions are perfectly 
holy, evil is not at the fame time 
prefent : Nor is the power of 
temptation in any meafure felt. 
Were the exercifes of holinefs and 
fin, as taking place at different 
times in Chriltians, both perfect 
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that of falling from grace. 
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in their kind, we fee not how the 
apoftle could fay with propriety, 
as ver."19. ‘ Forthe good that 
«¢ J would I do not ; but the evil 
«that I would not, that I do.” 
We cannot be faid to do that we 
would not, when the whole heart 
is in what we do—Nor.can we be 
faid not to do the good we would, 
when this good is perfeétly chofen. 

The holy fcriptures reprefent 
the ftruggle in Chriitians from dif- 
ferent and oppofite principles or 


_ luftings asa warfare between ene- 


mies. And yet it is clear, there is 
—there can be no ftruggle or war- 
fare of enemies, unlefs both are 
alive, and on the field, and exert- 
ing themfelves at the fame time. 
To fuppofe the luftings of the 
fpirit, and of the fiefh, in Chrif- 
tians, both perfe& in kind, only 
exifting at different times, would 
really give no effentially different 
idea of a warfare within the Chrif- 
tian, than there was in Adam, by 
being firft holy, then a finner. 
Nothing appears, on fuppofition 
that the moral imperfection of 
Chriftians confifts in the inconflan- 
cy of their holy exercifes, but that 
they may live perfectly free from 
fin, for as long a period as our firft 
parents did—And then, too, live 
in the exercife of perfect wicked- 
nefs, as long asthey did, before 
they ‘were renewed to holinefs. 


Yet the fall and recovery of our | 


firft parents is neitheran example, 
nor a juit reprefentation of the 
ftruggle of oppofite biaffes in the 
hearts of Chnitians. 

6. The fentiment under con- 
fideration implies, both the doc- 
trine of perfeCtion in this life, and 
The 
cotirine of perfection, as held Ly 
its advocates, implies no certainty 
that a fucceflion of holy exercifes 
thall be continued for any particu- 
lar period; Nor, on the other 





[Juy, 


hand, does the exercife of perfect 
wickednefs in him who has fallen, 
forbid the hope, that the fubject 
may again be renewed to repen- 
tance. Should it be objected, by 
the advocates for the impleaded 
hypothefis, that their fentiments 
do not admit that Chriftians will 
ever fall from grace ; becaufe they 
maintain, there are gracious cov- 
enant engagements, on God’spart, 
that where love has once been im- 
planted in the heart, though its 
exercifes be followed by thofe 
which are perfeétly finful, it fhall 
again revive and {pring up :——This, 
' however, would imply no other 
' difference between them and thofe 
| who hold that Chriftians may fall 


| from grace, than that the former 


| fuppofe a certainty that the fubject 
will be renewed to repentance ; 
but the latter do not. The fal- 
| ling away in both cafes, is mate- 
rially and effentially the fame, viz. 
a perfon’s ceafing to exercife the 
_ leaft degree of love to God, and 
| having nothing but wickednefs in 
his heart, though he. have once 
been brought to fpiritual life— 
though he have heretofore felt the 
fenfation of pure, divine love. 
What more than this is neceflary 
to a real, effectual falling from 
grace, it may be difficult to ap- 
prehend. And if the holy ferip- 
tures decide, that one, who falls 
| from grace, can never again be 
renewed to repentance ; they e- 
‘qually decide, that a Chriftian 
never is, at any period .after his 
converfion, wholly without any 
degree of the love of God in his 
heart—never fees the time, when 
his feelings and exercifes are only 
thofe of the unregenerate finner. 
This is afferted on the ground, 
that the covenant of ¢ afcer- 
tains the final, falvation of every 
one, who is brought to believe in 
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If it be that the phrafes ufed 
in the 4th and sth verfes of the 
6th Heb. are defcriptive of the 
Chriftian, the words immediately 
following fully decide that, if 
fuch an one fall away, he cannot 
be renewed again to repentance. 
But if the expreffions, being en- 
lightened, tafting the heavenly gift, 
made partakers of the Holy Ghoft, 


tafting the good word of God, and | 


the powers of the world to come, are 


not defcriptive of the Chrifiian 





charater, and of Chriftian expe- 
rience, where fhall we find any ia | 


the holy fcriptures, which are? 


How manifeft is it, that being in | 


darknefs, and being in the light are 
phrafes abundantly ufed, in fcrip- 
ture, to diftinguifh between the 
ftate and character of the unregen- 
rate and the Chriffian ? Accord- 
ingly, in this fame Epiftle, chap. 
10. 32. the writer addreffes the 


Hebrew Chriftians, as thofe who - 


had been enlightened. Similar ob- 
fervations might be made on the 
other expreffions juft quoted. 
But the A poftle’sown words feem 
to be decifive in the cafe. He 
fays, if fuch fall away, it is im- 
poffible to renew them again unto 
repentance. This maturally fup- 
pofes that thofe, who had been 
the fubje&ts of the influences and 
experiences before defcribed, had 
once been renewed unto repen- 
tance :—Had not this been the 
cafe, there would have been a 
manifeft impropriety in {peaking 
of their being again renewed, 
Having once been renewed, if 
they fell away, they never could 
be renewed again. Why does 


not this imply, thould the time ev- 
er come, when there is a total 
failure of love in the heart of a 
Chriftian, and this followed by ex- 
ercifes of perfect, unmixed fin- 
fulnefs, that -holy love will never 
again he begotten in his: heart ? 
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To fay that there is a divine ef- 
tablifhment, that holy exercifes 
fhall fucceed fuch as are wholly 
finful, in a heart, which has here- 
tofore felt the power: of divine 
e and love, contradicts the 
affertion of the Apoftle, that, if 
fuch an one fall away, it is impof- 
fible to renew him to repentance. 
Should it be faid, that the fa/- 
ling away {poken of by the Apof- 
tle, does not mean a ceflation for 
a little, or a given time, of holy 
exercifes, in the heart of the 
Chriftian ; but a final as well asa 
total apoftacy from aera 4 ; 
it may be replied, that fuch a 
conftruction renders the Apoftle’s 
affertion, both unmeaning and 
impertinent.—This would be to 
make him fay that, one who fnal- 
ly falls away, and never doeswgpent, 
is never renewed again to repen- 
tance—that it is impoffible to re- 
new a final impenitent to repentance. 
Thefe obfervations may ferve 


tion of Chriftians does not confit 
in the inconflancy of their holy ex- 
ercifes. 

We may inquire, in the next 
place, whether it be fuppofeable, 
there fhould be tao entirely diflind 
and oppofite exercifes of will, in 
the Chriftian, at one and the fame 
time, the one perfe@ly holy, and 


this fhould conftitute the moral 
imperfeétion of Chriftians, in the 
prefent ftate. ~ 

That there may be different, 
and even oppofite exercifes of will, 
in the fame perfon, at different 
times, is readily admitted. But 
that there fhould be exercifes of 
will perfe€tly diftinct from each 
other, and in perfect and direct 
oppofition the one to the other 
| at the fame time, not only wants the 
evidence of experience, but is dif- 





ficult even to be conceived. Itis 








to fhow, that the moral imperfec- ° 


the other totally finful ; and, that — 
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one confeioufne/s which perceives and 
fedls every thing that takes place 
in one and the jame mind, wheth- 
er it be of the intelleiual or vol- 
untary kind. Whatever be the 
nature or quality of affections in 
any individual, they are the affec- 
tions of one and the fame will. 
One confcioufnefs to every thing, 
which takes place in it, runs 
through the whole of each par- 
ticular, diftinct mind. Two per- 
feGily diftin& and oppofite exer- 
cifes of will at the fame time, to- 
gether with two diftin& and fep- 
arate perceptions of confcioufnefs 
of them, imply two minds as en- 
tirely diftin€&t from each other, as 
thofe of any two different perfons. 
What makes two. perfons, but 
different trains of moral exercifes, 
between which there is no mutual 
confcioufnefs-—mutual perception? 
It muft be ¢qwo minds in which are 
found exercifes at ‘he fame time, 
and thefe of a nature perfeétly 
oppofite to each other, between 
which there is no common con/ciou- 
nef{s—no mutual perception. But 
if there be a common confcioufnefi, 
a mutual perceptionrunning through 
all the exercifes, which co-exift 
in the mind of an individual ; 
there is no place left for fuch a dif- 
tinétion between its different feel- 
logs and perceptions, as will war- 
' rant us to confider, and treat of 
them, as affections, both ensirely 
oppofite, and perfectly diftin® from 
each other. There may be difer- 
ent qualities in the prefent exerci. 
fesof the will: But that two di- 
rectly oppofite exercifes of one 
and the fame will fhouid co-exift, 
andthefe, too, ofa perfeCily differ- 
ent nature; and, there be no 
blending, no mutual perception of 
feelings between them ; is as in- 
conceivable. as that one mind 
thould be two. 


Jf jt be that the moral imper- 
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fe&tion of Chriftians -confifts, nei- 
ther in the inconflancy of their ho- 
ly affeétions, nor in affections of 
a perfecily diftin® and oppofite nature 
exercifed at the fame time ; it re- 
mains, that it muft confift in mor- 
al imperfeétion in their holy exercifes 
themfelves—That the molt holy 
affections they ever exercife, in 
this life, have in them fome mix- 
ture of moral evil, of fin. This 
is the fame as to fay, that per- 
fe&, ‘unmixed benevolence is nev- 
er felt by any one on this fide the 
grave. Here we may juftly ap- 
peal to the experience of Chnif- 
tians ; and, afk if they ever feel 
to themfelves that they love the 
glorious God and Saviour as much 
as they otight to, and with a perfe 
and finlefs love ?, Or, whether they 
are ever confcious of this perfect 
friendfhip and finlefs love, and at 
the Same time, the fame moment con- 
{cious of perfect, unmixed enmity 





againft God ? 

All ‘the difficulty, it is appre- 
hended, which attends the opin- 
ion, that the moral imperfection 
of Chriftians confifts in the morally 
imperfed nature of their moft holy 
affe€tions, is, that it is hard to 
conceive there fhould be any love 
to God, where he is not loved in 
the fame perfeétion, as by the 
{pirits of juft men. made perfeét, 
i. €. with a ftrength and fervor of 
love, which exhauft the whole 
natural capacity for love. 

But is it at all inconceivable 
that, an affection, which.gives the 
divine character and glory a pref- 
erence to ourfelves, and to any 
perfonal intereft of our own, 
fhould, yet, have fome tin@ture, 
fome remains of felfifhnefs in it ? 
Is there any inconfiftency in fup- 
pofing, that men may love God, 
more than themfelves, and yet net 
Jo much more as they ought ? Do 





we not often experience preferen- 
y - ' ” 
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ces, inour affections, which are, 
neverthelefs, imperfect ? Do we 
not often make choices, when, at 


the fame time, fome degree of re- | 
luctance is felt in choofing ? Are ; 


there never any drawbacks upon 
the enjoyment of what we have 
chofen? And, yet, would there 


be, if the choice were pure and - 
unmixed, and, in proportion to | 


the nature of the object, exhautt- 
ed the whole ftrength of the elec- 
tive faculty ? When we have been 
angry with any one, do our af- 


fections proceed, in an inftant, | 


from the height of paffion, to per- 
fe& cordiality and reconciliation ? 
Or, have we the fenfation, both 


of the height of paffion, and per- | 


fect reconciliation, at the fame 
time? Or yet further ; do the 
height of paffion, and perfect rec. 
onciliation take place by turns, 
and vibrate, “till anger totally 
fublide ? The experience we have 
in this, and in fimilar cafes, muft 
be the rule by which we judge. 
As to the poffibility, in the 
nature of things, of fuch a mix- 
ture of affection, the following 
things may be obferved, viz. 
That there is no exercife of 


will without an objed—That the | 


objecis toward which the will is 
exercifed—~the ideas, are often, 
even generally complex. That 
the mind is fufceptible of complex 
ideas, i. e. of a number and va- 
riety of fimple ideas, at one and 
the fame time, is fufficiently evin- 
ced by experience. Several ideas, 
and thafe of different kinds, co- 
exift in the mind, and are perceiv- 
ed at once without any fucceffion. 
It isthe province of the will to 
feel and act toward the objeéts 
prefented to the mind by the un- 
seritanding. If differing objeéts 
are prefented at one and the fame 
time, the affeCtion toward. thefe 
obje&s mult be, either of a mixed 


nature according tothe different 
qualities of the general object pre- 
fented to it ; or, there mutt be as 
many fucceffive affections toward 
the general objeét, as there are 
' different qualities init. If there 
be not as great a mixture of per- 
ception in the affe€tion toward the 
complex object prefented, as there 





je&t itfelf ; it will follow, either 
that there muft be as many fuccef- 
five affeGtions as there are differ- 
ent qualities in the object; or, 
there muft be fome qualities in the 
obje& perceived by the under- 
ftanding, toward which the mind 
does not aét at all, or feel any 
manner of affection. But if we 
admit that there are fome objects 

exifting in the underftanding, 

toward which no affection of the 
| will is exercifed, we fhall neither 
| know where to ftop, nor how 
many objects are prefented, tow- 
ard which the moral part in us nev- 
er atts. The objects prefented 
by the underftanding, are of the 
nature of motives to action. And 
why any motives to action fhould 
be prefented to the moral faculty, 
| toward which the will never ads, 
either one way or the other, we 
are not able to comprehend. 

To fuppofe there are as many 
| different a€ts of will in fucceffion 
toeach other, as there are differ- 
ent fimple ideas in a complex ob- 
je&t exiting at one and the fame 
time in the underftanding, will 
imply, either that the will never 
aéts toward fome of the objecis 
prefented by the underftanding, 
or that the fucceflion of atts of 
the will are much, yea very much 
more rapid, than the fucceffion of 
ideas in the @underftanding. But 
, why this fhould be fo, we know 
' not ; nor do we derive any evi- 
i dence, from experience, of the 


| fact. ~ But if this be really the 
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cafe, theré muft either be two very 
different meafures of time, or 
time is not conftituted by the fuc- 
ceffion of mental ideas and per 
ceptions. 

If time be conftituted by the 
fucceffion of intellefual ideas, it 
will of courfe follow, that all the 
exercifes there are of affection tow- 
ard an obje& now exiftirig in the 
underftanding, however complex, 
and of whatever different qualities, 
are fimultaneous ; and, confequent- 
ly, not fucceffive. Should we 
fuppofe the fucceffions of affec- 
tion to be'more rapid than thofe 
of intelleftual ideas, time mutt be 
meafured very differently by one 
train of thefe fuéceffions, from 
that of the other; or, the will 
muft never a&t toward fome of the 
objets prefented by the under- 
flanding. 

It remains, therefore, if the 

ideas exifting. in the underftand- 
ing.are ever complex,—if the ob- 
jects prefented to the faculty of 
the will be of different qualities, 
that they are felt, and the will 
acts towards them all at once, and 
without fucceflive afs and exer- 
cifes. And if this befo, the af- 
fection muft of neceffity be of a 
mixed nature, according. as the 
feveral fimples prefented to it in 
the complex object, are fuited to 
the tafte, or otherwife. 

This, it is apprehended is agree- 
able to conftant, daily expérience. 
We often have objects prefented, 
which pleafe on fome accounts, 
and not on others. Yea, we 
rarely, if ever, find an object, 
which we choofe with fo perfe& 
arelifh and approbation of the 
will, as to be fenfible of no draw- 
backs upon the affection, from 
fome quality in the obje@t, or in 

* the relation or terms on which it 


muft be chofen, not altogether 
relifhed. : 





Revival of Religion in Yale-College. 








[Juvy, 


That fome idea of the fupreme 
God may co-exift with ideas of 
our own perfonal intereft, is evi- 
dent from the fenfible oppofition 
of heart many’ times felt to the 
charaéter and government of God, 
And if affections may confift of 
different feelings, in proportion 
to the different qualities of the 
objet prefented to the mind, as 
has been already fhown ; it is 
manifeft, there is no natural in- 
confiftency in fuppofing the heart 
to confent to the fupremacy of 
God, without a perfe& willing- 
nefs, at the fame time, to come fo 
low, and be fo low as is fuitable 
for the finner, What difficulty 
can there be in the fuppofition, 
that the holy God fhould be tru- 
ly loved, and yet the affeétion not 
perfe y relifh that high fupremacy 
of the Deity, which with infinite 
reafon he claims ; and, that per- 
fe&t felf-abafement, which he re- 
quires of the finner ? If ideas of 
the glorious Ged may co-exift 
with thofe of our own perfonal 
intereft, there can be no abfurdi- 
ty in fuppofing that, without per- 
fe& difintersftédnefz, the heart 
fhould prefer the glory of God. 

If thefe obfervations be juft, 
it may appear, that the maid im- 
perfection of Chriftians confifts, 
not in the inconflancy of their holy 
exercifes—nor yet, in the exer- 
cife of affections of a perfeétly dif- 
tin@ and oppofite nature at the fame 
time—but in the moral, finful im- 
perfefion of the beft affections ever 
found in them on this fide the 
grave. 
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ARIOUS reports havebeen 
circulated, in feveral parts 
of the country, concerning the at? 
tention to religion which for a 
fhort time pait, has prevailed a- 
mong the itudents of Yale-Col- 
lege. Some perfons have expref- 
feda with, that a correct account 
of this fubje& might be communi- 
cated to the public, that thofe, 
who are interefted in the profper- 
ity of religion, might be able to 
know.on what they might fafely 
rely. To fuch perfons the fol- 
lowing fummary will, probably, af- 
ford fome fatisfa&tion. 

In the beginning of March one 
of the ftudents was admitted into 
the collegiate church ; another 
was admitted the following month. 
At this time it was not publicly 
known, although it was trv:2, that 
a few others had become particu- 
larly attentive to divine ‘things. 
Six more were received into the 
church, in the month of May, 
and, before their admiffion, a {mall 
number of others began to be un- 
commonly ferious. About this 


' time the fame difpofitionappeared 


rapidly to extend itfelf, fo that 
before the vacation, which began 
on the 12th of May, not lefs than 
fifty of the fudents exhibited a 
new and very folemn fenfe of the 
importance of falvation. 

On their return, after vacation, 
the fame character ftill predomi- 
nated, and, hitherto, not an in- 
dividual has appeared to lofe the 
intereft which he had profeffed to 
feel inreligion. ‘T’he only change 
which has been perceived, has 
been that in which good men will 
rejoice. The determination to 
leave all, and follow Chrift, has, 
it is believed, become ftronger and 
more fettled. The number, alfo, 
has been confiderably enlarged— 
upwards of eighty appear nowtobe 
deeply interefted in their falvation. 
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One of the youths, who, from 
peculiar caufes, was very deeply 
diftrefied, became the fubje& of 
ftrong aod dangerous temptations, 
which, however, it is hoped, have 
terminated in well grounded con- 
folation and» peace. Nothing is 
known to have happened, in any 
other inftance, which would give 
pain to a wife and good man, 
nothing enthufiaftic, nothing fu- 
perititious, nothing gloamy, mo- 
rofe, or violent. All thofe, whe 
have been thus affected, have plain- 
ly improved in their difpofition, 
and in their conduct. 

During the progrefs of the 
year, the fludents have generally 
been, at leaft, as diligent, order- 
ly, and decorous, fo fr as is re- 
membered, as at any former peri- 
od. But thofe who have been re- 
ferred to in this account, have be- 
come more attentive to their duty, 
more modeft, more, refpectful to 
their inftruétors, and more affec- 
tiongte toeach other. A diitin- 
guifhable ferenity and pleafantnefs 
of difpofition appears to pervade 
them generally. 

With refpe& to religion, all of 
them are greatly defirous to be 
taught, but none to affume the 
office of teaching. No fpirit of 
felf fufficiency, no inclination to 
diftribute cenfures, no appearance 
of arrogance, no flights of a wild 
imagination, have hitherto been 
difcovered. The lofty-minded 
have become humble, the light- 
minded fober, the thoughtlefs {9l- 
emn, and the vicious regular and 
uncenfurable. The doétrines of 
grace appear almoft inftin¢tively 
to be acknowledged by all, with- 
out a doubt, as the true do¢trines 
of the gofpel—the doCtrines ac- 
cording to which they hope to be 
faved. 

The influence of this fpirit, on 
their companions, has been vihible 
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and not unimportant. At firft a 
very {mall number of them dif- 
covered an inclination to oppofe 
the progrefs of what they then 
ftyledenthufiafm.. Theoppofition 
has, however ceafed, and there 
are very few, who are not more 
folemn, and in whom a greater 
propriety of conduct is not clearly 
difcernible. ; 

On the whole, the flate of 
Yale-College is, in the view of 
the Jnftruéors, more pleafing and 
defirable than at any former peri- 


_ od within their knowledge. 


Yale-College, June 15th, 1802. 





The Report of the Truftees of the 
Mifficnary Society of ConneGicut, 
to faid Society, convened at Nor- 
walk, the third Tucfday of Fune, 
1802. 
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whofe agents weare. To them 
we have thought it our duty, a 
duty which we have cheerfully 
performed, annually to make a 
particular ftatement of the con- 
duct and fuceéfs of their miffiona- 
ries, of the ftate of their funds, 
and of all our proceedings. 
| Weare exceedingly happy not 
only in the abundant labors of our 
miffionaries,—in their fidelity and 
fuccefs,—and in the divine {miles 
on our miffionary inftituyon, but 
in that harmony and brotherly 
| affeétion which have fubfifted 
| among ourfelves : That we have 
feen eye to eye, and have proceed- 
ed in all our tranfactions with the 
mott perfect unanimity. We per- 
fuade ourfelves that it isan omen 


| for good, and that our procecd- 


ings w:'l meet the approbation of 
our conftituents and of our judge. 
That the divine fmiles have fo 


wie we congratulate 
you, that, through the remarkably attended the miffion- 


good hand of God upon you, 


youare again allowed to meet in 


General Affociation, not only to 
deliberate on the imporiant inter- 


efts of thefe Churches, but as the | 
Miffionary Society of this ftate, ' 


to employ your counfels, and re- 


new your exertions for the furthe- | 
rance of the gofpel, in the new 


fettlements and among the hea- 
then ; we, having through the 
fame merciful hand, continued to 
this time, and having brought 
our proceedings to another annual 
termination, beg leave to prefent 
you with our report of them, and 
with fuch papers as may be necef- 
fary for their illuftration. 

As thte general concerns of the 
millionary inftitution are commit- 
ted to.the management of the 
Truftees, we efteem ourfelves un- 


ary inftitution, and that they ftill 
attend it, in the liberality of our 

good people,—in the increafe of 
_our funds, in the fuccefs of our 
miffionaries, in the approbation of 
our legiflature, and in the general 
increafe and f{pread of the miffion- 
ary fpirit, challenges our particu- 
lar notice, and our grateful ac- 
knowledgments to him who per- 
formeth ail things for his people. 
Whatever fuccefs has attended the 
miflionaries, or any meafures we 
have adopted we affume nothin 
to ourfelves, but afcribe to him hi 
the fuccefs and glory. Whenhe 
_has a good work to effeét, he raif« 
|es up the inftruments, provides 
| the means to be employed, and 
| gives the fuccefs. To him there- 
| fore belongsall the glory. 
The narrative we have lately 





der a high refponfibility for our | publifhed, a copy of which is — 
conduct, to him to whofe king- | herewith tranfmitted to each mem- 
dom they more immediately relate, | ber of the Miflionary Society, 
and to the Miflionary Society | contains a general flatement of 
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eur proceedings, of miffionary , the account of an uncommon at- 
a labors, and the ftate of our funds | tention among the people in Ver- 
to the clofe of the year 1801. | mont to whom he preached, he 
More miffionaries have been | obtained liberty to continue there, 

a. | employed, and more miffionary | fo long as there fhould be an ex 
” labors performed the in any pre- | traordinary call forhis labors there. 
, ceding vear. Fourtten miffiona- ; He confequently {pent about elev: 

ries are particularly named in the | en months in the northern coun- 
narrative, as having been employ- | ties of that ftate, and returned to 
ed in the courfe of the year, for | Conneéticut in January laft. The 
a longer or a fhorter term. Six | Truftees have fince reappointed 
of thofe miflionaries, viz. the | him a miflionary during pleafure, 


———_— = a ne CP 


Rev. Mr. Willifton, Mr. Ferome, | 


Mr. Porter, Mr. May, the Rev. 
Mr. Higgins, and Mr. Wo.dward, 
have al! been employed in preach- 
ing to the new fettlements in the 
county of Luzerne in Pennfyl- 
vania, and in the weftern coun- 
ties in the ftate of New-York.— 
Their particular tours and labors 
are fo fully related in the narra- 
tive, that little more is neceflary 
to be obferved refpecting them. 
Mr. Willifton at prefent continues 
one half of his time in the fervice 


and directed him to revifit all the 
churches and places where he hath 
| formerly preached, to confirm the 
| brethren, to advife the churches, 
to compofe difficulties where any 
have arifen, and to perform all 
thofe minifterial fervices which 
fhall be neceffary for the  furthe- 
| rance of the gofpel in the places 
which he fhall revifit. 

Exclufive of the labors of Mr. 
Willift.n and Mr. Woodward, the 
gentlemen who have been in the 
| weftern counties of New-York, 











of the Society. He is very ufe- and in the county of Luzerne in 
ful in the fhort circuits which he | Pennfylvania, have preached more : 
makes in the counties of Otfego, than 600 fermons, befides attend- i mi 
Onondaga, Cayuga, Chenango, | ing numerous conferences, form- aca 
Tioga, and Steuben in the ftate ing churches, baptizing hundreds Beit 
of New-York, and in the county | of perfons, and often adminifter- 
of Luzerne in the ftate of Penn. | ing the holy communion. 
fylvania. Mr. Fames W. Woodward {pent 

Mr. Bujfbnell, after {pending | four months on a miffion to Black | 
eleven months in the weftern coun- | River, and has been fince reap- 
tics of New-York, returned to | pointed to laborin the fame place. 
Connecticut in January 1801. | Hence it appears that our miffioa- Piha 
During the whole term of his mif- | aries, in the flates of New-York 
fionary tour, he preached not lefs | and Pennfylvania, during the term 
than five fermons a week, attend- | of their feveral miffions, have per- 
ed nearly ninety public conferén- , formed fervices equal to about fix 
ces, befides performing other mif- | years of minifterial labor. 
fionary labors. Soon after his re- | clufive of eleven months la- 
turn, he was re-appointed to the | bors of Mr. Bu/bnell in Vermont, 


miffionary fervice. It was expe@- 


‘ ed he would fpend a few weeks in 


the vacant fettlements in the ftate 
of Vermont, and that he would 
then vifit the weftern counties in 
the fate of New-York ; but on 


Vor. ITI. No. 1. E 


Mefirs. Huntington, Hallock, Swift 
and Morgan have preached be- 
tween threé and four hundred fer 
mons, during the paft and prefs 
ent year, befides the performance 


of other miffionary Mbors. it 
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appears that more than three years 
of ordinary miniflerial labor have 
been employed in that quarter 
fince our laft report. 

The Rev. Alexander Gillet has 
lately entered ona miffion to the 
northen part of Vermont for the 
term of four months. 

Mr. Badger and Mr. Chapman 
are performing miflionary labors 
at New-Connecticut ; but we 
have received no recent accounts 
from them. We confider the 
furnifhing the inhabitants of that 
territory with the beft minifterial 
inftruétion as a matter of the firft 
importance, and fhall, by no 
means, lofe fight of fo interefting 
an obje&. 

The laft accounts from Mr. 
Bacon our Indian miffionary, are 
flattering. He expeéts to pro- 
ceed foon to the river Miami, 
about 70 miles from Detroit, 
where is a large body of Indians 
who fpeak the Chippeway lan- 
guage, andto open to them the 
defigns and views of the Miffion- 
ary Society and of their Truflees, 
and begin the communication of 
the gofpel to them. It appears 
by a letter which we have lately 
-received from him, that he has a 
profpeci_ of obtaining a good in- 
terpreter upon reafonable terms, 
and that the Indians are difpofed 
to give him a favorable reception. 
Some of them have expreffed a 
itrong defire to be inftructed in the 
art of hufbandry, and intimated 
thatif Mr. Bacon could inftrug 
them in that, fuch numbers of 
their Indians would colle&tabout 
him as that his hands will be filled 


with more than he can do. ‘'T he-| 


Chippeways are fettled onthelakes | 
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tled within the fame territory, or 
border uponit. ‘They generally 
if not univerfally {peak the fame 
language. The introduction of 
a miffionary,,well verfed in the 
ChippewayManguage, as we hope 
Mr. Bacon foon will be, may hap- 
pily lead the way to the fpread of 
civilization and the gofpel through 
a moft extenfive country. The 
Truftees earneftly with to be a 
means in the hands of Providence 
of fuch immenfe good to large 
numbers of their perifhing fellow 
men. While we pray for wifdom 
and the fuccefs of the miffion, we 
afk the prayers of the Society, 
and of all the friends of Zion for 
us, that we may haye light and 
prudence happilyto condu& the 
miffionary bufinefs, and that it 
may be crowned with diftinguifh- 
ed fuccefs, And we pray it may 
be no lefs fuccefsful among our 
brethren of the American Pref 
than among ourfelves. 

The public contributions in 
May lait, we are happy to obferve, 
have been more liberal than any of 
the preceding. In addition to 
thefe, many private donations 
have been made to the Society, 
two of which amounted to 100 
dollars each. This affords us an 
ample evidence of the approba- 
tion of our benevolent. people, and 
prefents us witha pleafing prof- 


. pect, that their hearts and hands 


will be opened in future to the 
callsof Providence whatever they 
{hall be. 

The Truftees at a late meeting, 
refolved, that for the current year, 
two miffionaries be employed in 
New-Connecticut. :——That the 
Rev. Fedidiah Bufpnell itinerate 


Michigan, Huron, and Superior, | as a miffionary through the year, 


and are feattered over extenfive 
regions about thofe lakes. The 
Wyandots, . Twitwees, Miamis, 
Ottowas, and other tribes are fet 


aS 


in the weftern counties of New- 
York and the northern counties of 
Vermont :—That the Rev. Seth 


| Willifon continue to labor as a 
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miffionary, fuch a part of the 
time as he fhall not be employed 
to preach to the people at Lifle ; 
and that he vifit fuch places in the 
weftern counties of New-York as 
the Truftees, or in their recefs the 


committee of mrffions fhall dire& : | 


—That Mr. Fames W. Woodward 
continue in the Black River coun- 
try, unlefs otherwife direéted by 
the Truftees or the committee of 
miffions, for the term of four 
months :—That a permanent mif- 
fionary be appointed to itinerate 
in the fouthern range of counties, 
in the weftern part of New-York 
{tate, and the northern counties 
of Pennfylvania, to enter on his 
miffion the firft of September next: 





—That a permanent miffionary be | 


employed to labor in the northern 


‘ 


counties of Vermont :—T hat one | 


miffionary be fent for the term of 
four months to the northern part 
of New-York, weft of lake Cham- 
plain :—That one miffionary be 
employed for four months to go 
up Conneéticut river to the north- 
ern boundary line of the United 
States, and vifit the vacant fettle- 
ments on both fides of the river, 
within a convenient diftance :— 
and that one other miffionary be 
employed for the term of fix 
months, to labor in fuch places 
as the Trufteés, or in their recefs 
the committee of miffions fhall 
dire. 

The Truftees have alfo appro- 
priated 20odollarsforthe purchafe 
of religious books, to be diftrib- 
uted among the inhabitants of the 
new fettlements ; 100 dollars of 
which to be taken up in the Con- 
neticut Evangelical Magazine, 
the refidue to be applied to the 
purchafe and diftribution of fuch 
books as the Committee of mif- 
fions fhall think beft. 

The funds’ of the Society, 
through the fmiles of Providence, 
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and the liberality of good people, 
are fo increafed thatthe T'ruftees 
are of the opinion that application 
fhould be made to the legiflature 
of the ftate, toform a corporate 
body, with power to receive and 
hold money, lands, books orwhat- 
ever fhall be given to promote the 
defigns of the miffionary inftitu- 
tion ; and by their vote they have 
referred the matter to your wife 
deliberation. ‘Fhe Rev. Nathan 
Strong, p. pv. has been appointed 
to wait on you with faid vote, to 
explain the views of the Trutftees, 
and to tranfact whatever may be 
neceflary relative to the. bufinefs. 

By the correfpondence we have 
opened with the Miffionary Soci- 
ety of London, and Societies of 
the fame kind in America as well 
as Europe, we are happy to find, 
that the miffionary fpirit and et- 
ertions are increafing and {pread- 
ing in both countries ; that ne 
and important focieties are forming 
for the propagation of the gofpel, 
and that Chriftians of almait ev- 
ery proteftant denomination ate, 
in an uncommon mannet, contri- 
buting their money, employing 
their time and talents for the en- 
largement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom ; and that Chriftians of 
different nations and denominations 
are felicitating one another on the 
happy appearances, and mutually 
ftimulating each other to the glo- 
rious work. 

The London Miffionary Socie- 
ty, with great zeal and energy, 
are profecuting their benevolent 
defigns of extending the gofpel to 
the four quarters of the earth. 
They have fent a large number of 
miffionaries, the laft year, to the 
iflands in the South Sea ; and 
their profpects, with refpect to 
the propagation of Chriftianity in 
thofe iflands, are as flattering” as 
canreafonably beexpected. They 
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are increafing-their miffionaries at 
the Cape of Good Hope, and 
the blind and ftupid Hottentots 
are flocking to the ftandard of 
their Saviour. In Auguft 1800, 
the Society had 1900 of them 
under their tuition ; and fince that 
time the number has incrtafed. 
Enghfh and Dutch miffionaries 
are employing their moft vigorous 
and perfevering exertions for the 
evangelizing of this molt ignorant 
and itupid people. Befides thefe 
the Moravians have miffionaries at 
the Cape, which have been very 
fuccefsful. 

The London fociety have fent 
miffionaries to A frica, to the Eaft- 
Indies, to Canada, and Newfound- 
land. New miffionary focieties 
are forming. In Great-Britain, 
tie church of England have enga- 
ged inthe miflionary bufinefs, and 
are forming a fociety for that pur- 
pofe. In New-England, a very 
important fociety has been recent- 
ly formed in the county of Hamp- 
shire in Maflachufetts ; of which 
his Excellency GovernorStronc, 
is Prefident. The fubfcriptions 
which have been made for its fup- 
port have been liberal and extra- 
ordinary. From the worthy 
characters of the gentlemen ap- 
pointed Truftees of the fociety, 
and the funds which have been ob- 
tained, there is good reafon to ex- 
pect that the fociety will do much 
tor the advancement of the Re- 
deemers’s kingdom in the new fet- 
tlements, and among the aborigin- 
al natives of this continent. 

The New-York Miflionary So- 
ciety have fome interef ing and 
flattering accounts from their mif- 
fionaries, which have been fent to 
the American heathen ; and that 
fociety, as well as the Moravians, 
are forming new miffions among 
them. 


From our letters of co:refpon- 
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dence and Magazines which we 
have received, it appears that re. 
ligion and the miffionary fpirit 
have been revived in Scotland, 
Ireland, Denmark, and Norway ; 
and that there is an appearance of 
the fame fpirit in Holland and 
Germany. We alfo learn that 
the London Society are printing 
alarge edition of the New Tefta- 
ment in the French language, 
with a preliminary work on the ev- 
idences of Chriftianity, to be 
{fpread as foon and as extenfively 
a:.may be in Belgium and France ; 
—That the Baptiit miflionaries in 
the Eaft-Indies had nearly com- 
pleted a publication of the ferip- 
tures in the Bengalic language; 
And that a copious edition of 
them in Arabic is contemplated 
in England, and alfo a tranflation 
of them into the Chinefe language 
that they may be publifhed in the 
fame. Never, perhaps, fince the 
apoftolic age, has there been a- 
mong Chriitians fo general a zeal, 
fuch {pirited and general exertions 
to advance the kingdom of Jefus, 
and to bring all nations to the ac- 
knowledgment of the truth as it 
isinhim. While we contemplate 
thefe great and pleafing events, 
and that itis God who turneth 
the hearts of men as the rivers of 
water are turned, and that it is 
his fpirit only which forms them 
to prefer Jerufalem to their chief 
joy, may we not conclude that he 
is about to do fomething impor- 
tant and fignal for his church ? 
Will he not arife and have mercy 
upon Zion ? Is not the time to 
favor her, yea, the fet time come ? 
When his fervants take pleafure 
in her ftones, and favor the duit 
thereof? While in thefe profpedts 
we are animated and filled with 
joy, we felicitate you in the fame 
views, and doubt not’ but our an- 
imation and joy will be rautual. 
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How precious and animating are 
the divine promifes, the concur- 
rence, prayers and exertions of 
many thoufands of good people? 
How happy muft you be in your 
inftitution, and in its extenfive and 
beneficial effects ? What can be 
more pleafing than to be inftru- 
mental of preaching the gofpel, 
forming churches, adminittering 
facraments, and of {preading the 
fweet favor of Chrifl’s name 
through the extenfive regions of 
our new fettlements ? Than of 
preaching the gofpel to the inhab- 
itants of a new and extenfive gov- 
ernment, and of forming their 
fentiments, habits and morals ? Of 
what immenfe fervice may this be 
to thoufands of individuals, to 
families, and to fociety at large ? 
What attempt can be more honor- 
able than that of civilizing and 
chriftianizing the heathen ? Of 
being co-workers with God, and 
all the worthies of his kingdom, 
in an employment fo divine? What 
profpect can be fo pleafing as that 
of being inftrumental of gather- 
ing the-nations unto Shiloh, of 
reviving them with the hope of 
eternal life, and of meeting thou- 
fands of them in the father’s 
houfe, of whofe falvation we have 
been inftrumental ? How will this 
brighten our crown and augment 
our joys forever, in the prefence 
of God and of all our holy breth- 
ren? May you, Reverend Gen- 
tlemen, fhare a diftinguifhed part 
in this honor and joy! May the 
good people of this ftate, anima- 
ted by thefe profpects, and feeling 
the weight of the motives which 
prefent themfelves to their con- 
fideration, by their abundant pray- 
ers, liberality, and exertions to 


g advance the Saviour’s kingdom, 


more and more preparethemfelves, 
to fhare amply with you in the 
tame immortal dignities and joys! 


2 





We are not laboring in vain, 
The caufe in which we are em- 
barked is not one which fhall fail. 
Neither earth nor hell fhall prevail 
againft it. For the Lord hall 
comfort Zion ; he will comfort all 
her watte places, and he will make 
her wildernefs like Eden, and her 
defart like the garden of the 
Lord : Joy and gladnefs hall be 
found therein, thankfgiving aad 
the voice of melody. For though 
the vifion be yet for an appointed 
time, at the end it fhall fpeak 
and not lie: though it tarry, wait 
for it, becaufe it will furely come, 
it will not tarry. Amen. 

In the name of the Board of 

Truftces, : 
Asev Fuint, Secretary. 

Hartford, June oth 1802. 


Note. At the late Meeting of 
the Miffionary Society of Con- 
neCticut, the following perfons 
were chofen Truftees of the So- 
ciety for the year enfuing, viz. 
His Honor Joun Treapwevt, 
the Hon, Rocer Newserry, 
the Hon. Aaron Austin, the 
Hon. JonarHan Brace, the 
Hon. Joun Davenrvort, Jev- 
pian HuntincTon, Efgrs. the 
Rev. Nathan Williams, pv. p. the 
Rev. Benjamin Trumbull, v. v. 
the Rev. Levi Hart, p. pv. the 
Rev. Cyprian Strong, the Rev. 
Nathan Strong, p. pv. and the Rev. 
Nathan Perkins, vd. dD. 

Awprew Kincssury, Efg. 


‘is re-eleted Treafurer, and Joun 


Porter, Efq. Auditor of the 
Society. The time of the ftated, 
annual mecting of the Trufteesis 
the firft Wednefday of September. 





QUESTIONS. 


Mess’rs Epirors, 


A N explanation of John xii. 


31, is requefted, in a con- 


fiftency with John ui. 17; and 














Religious Intelligence. 


with the. daily. obfervation that 
fin and fatan haye {till power and 
dominion in this world, according 


to Eph, ii. 2. 


An explanation, alfo, of Rev- 
elation xvi. 12, 13, 14. will be 
very agrecable to. many of your 
readers. 








Religious Intelligence. 


Extra& of a letter from a. Gentle 
man.in. Philadelphia to bis corre/- 
pondent.in Hartford, dated Fune 
3, 1802. . 


6 N Tuefday laft, the Gen- 

eral Affembly of our 
Church adjourned, after a feffion 
of thirteen days, during which 
term great and good things were 
related concerning Zion. This 
meeting of the Affembly I find 
has been looked up to by many 
profeffors with an‘anxious eye, 
and i believe their expetations 
have been realized. There were 
no commiffioners prefent from 
Kentucky, but letters were re- 
ceived from them, ftating that 
fuch was the ftate of matters with 
them, as to render it abfolutely 
neceflary for every man among 
them to be at his poft. There 
were two Clergymen prefent, one 
from North and the other from 
Sauth-Carolina, who gave the 
moft heart-affeGting ftatement of 
matters with them. They feem- 
ed bowed to the duft when they 
fpoke of the goodnefs of God to 
their country in the courfe of one 
year. ‘They related many cir- 
cumftances corroborating what 
you may have feen in print, re- 
fpeGting the uncommon emotions 
of body and mind which many 
areafieted with. They declared 
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it might be to many mytterious, 
as it was to them previous to their 
being called to engage in the ex- 
ercifes, but there was now with 
them no doubt but that God was 
in it all.” 

“The Lord?s fupper wag ad- 
miniftered here the Sabbath of 
the Affembly, when 68 perfons 
were admitted into the feveral 
Churches in the city ; and the at: 
tention to religion among us is in- 
creafing.” Ais 


Extrad of a letier from a gentle. 
man in Exeter, New-Hampfhire. 


«“ WE have had feveral lately 
become ferious. ‘Two were ad- 
mitted to our communion laft 
Sabbath. One of which was 
baptized being I fhould think 60 
years old. Religion appears to 
be flowly progrefling among us— 
one after another is ferioufly im- 
preffled and hopefully wrought 
upon by the divine fpirit. O that 
we might have a general effufion 
of the {pirit’s influence among us ! 
Two men of this town have late- 
ly died, who were deifts while in 
health, but as foon as fick they 
were full of diftrefs for their fouls ; 
they prayed almof all the time, 
and defired others to pray for 
them. One died fometime before 
the other was taken fick. His 
language was, ‘ O for an interett 
in Chriit—I would give the uni- 
verfe for an intereft in Chrift !”— 
The other while fick faid to a 
friend, “I have been pouring 
out ny foul before God all the 
time 1 could get in my ficknefs, 
and now I hope he has heard me.” 
—At another time, after expref- 
fing his deep repentance for fin, 
he faid, “I want nothing, fir, in 
heaven or earth but God—I want 


God > 
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this repentance of dying infidels 
has appeared to affect many, and 
bring them to, ferious thoughts.” 

In another letter dated 27th 
April he writes thus, “ The Lord 
is doing great things for us in this 
place—The ferioufnefs which I 
mentioned before, continues and 
encreafes. We have ‘been long 
in a very dull, carelefs and ftupid 
ftate, and there appeared to be 
but little vital religion among us. 
There. were indeed but few pro- 
feffors, and thofe were, almoit all 
of them, old people who were 
dropping off one after another. 
The ways of our Zion were 
mourning. But it has pleafed 
God to awaken an attention to 
hearing the word—We fee an al- 
teration in the face of the con- 
gregation at large. It is our hope 
that feveral have been brought to 
the foot of the crofs and to a 
knowledge of the truth asit is in 
Jefus—Others appear to be under 
deep convictions of the evil and 
guilt of fin. In this place there 
are weekly two Conferences and a 
leGture. They are crouded— 
Though fome diflike and fpeak 
againit them, the number of per- 
fons who encourage and attend 
them encreafes, 

There has been a fpecial atten- 
tion to religion in fome of our 
neighboring towns. Many have 
been added to the churches.— 
i began to fear that we fhould be 
pafled by and that the rains and 
dews of divine -grace would -not 
fall on us—But I feel greatly en- 
couraged by what God is doing 
for us—Pray for us.” 





ORDINATIONS. 


ON Wednefday the 26th of 
May, the Rev. Daniel Parker 
was ordained over the church of 
Chrift in the fociety of Ellfworth, 


? 





in Sharon.—The ‘Rev. $eremiah 
Hallock of Weft-Simfbury made 
the introductory prayer—-The 
Rev. Archibald Bafit of Win- 
chefter preached the fermon from 
2 Cor. iv. 5.—-The Rev. Fuel 
Bordwell of Kent made the con- 
fecrating prayer—The*‘Rev. Cot- 
toi M. Smith of Sharon fave'the 
charge—The “Rev. “Fofeph W. 
Crofman of ‘Salifbury ‘gave’ the 
right hand of fellowfhip—And 
the Rev. Solomon Morgan of Ca- 
naan made the concluding prayer. 


On Wednefday the -gth Jane, ° 


the Rev. Zvan Fobns was: imftall- 
ed to the paftoral care’ of «the 
Church’and Sociéty’of Worthing- 
ton, in the town of Bering The 
Rev. “Abel Flint ‘made the intro- 
ductory prayer ; thé Rev. obn 
Smalley, D. D. preached the {fer- 
mon from 1 Corinth. i. 21 ;, the 
Rev. Nathan Perkins, v. pv. made 
the inftallmg’*prayer; the Rev. 
Enoch Huntington, gavethe charges 


‘the Rev. “Benoni Upfow gave the 
Right Hand of Fellowthip ; and 


the Rev. Calvin Chapin made the 
concluding ptayer. 








POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS @RIGINAL. 
The New Birth. 


1.” A. WAK’'d by Sinai’s awful found, 
My foul in guilt & thrall { found, 
And knew not where to go: 
O’erwheim’d with fin, withanguith flain, 
The finuer muft be born again, 
Or fink to endlefs woe. 


4. Amaz’d I ftood; but could not tell, 
Which way to fhun the gates of hell, 
For death and hell drew near ; 
I ftrove indeed, but ftrove in vain, 
The finner muft be born again, 
Sull founded in mine ear. 


3- When to the law I trembling fled, 
It pour’d its curfes on my head, 
I no relief could find ; 
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This fearful truth renew’d my pain, 
The finner muft be born again, 
And whelm’d my tortur’d mind. 


4. Again did Sinai’s thunders roll, 
And guilt lay heavy on my foul, 
A vaft, unwieldy load; 
Alas! I read, and faw it plain, 
The finner muft be born again, 
Ox drink the wrath of God. 


5. The faints 1 heard with rapture tell, 
Pow Jedus coniquer’d death and hell, 

And broke the fowler’s {nare ; 
Yet when I found this truth remain, 
The finner muft be born again, 

I funk in deep defpair. 


$. But while I thus in anguifh lay, 

Jefus of Nazareth paft that way, 
And felt his pity move ; 

‘The finner by his juitice flain, 

Now by his grace is born again, 


And fings redeeming love 


7. Tokjeaven the joyful tidings flew, 
The angels tun’d their harps anew, 
And loftier notes did raife ; 
All hail the Lamb, who once was flain; 
Unnumber’d millions born again 
Will fhout thine endlefs praife. 


A Sacramental Hymn. 


HOW delightful ’tis to meet, 

Around the facramental board ; 
While light and comfort, pure and {weet, 
. Defcend from our afcended Lord. 


2. Our bofoms feaft on heavenly love, 
And tears of {weet repentance flow, 
While all our thoughts are fixt above, 
Our wifhes wean’d from a!! below, 


3- With foften’d hearts, and melting 
eyes, 
We fee the facred table f{pread, 


Poetry. 
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And all our grateful paflions rife, 
To Chrift, our dear exalted head. 


4. By faith we fee his body broke, 
The holy crimfon torrent flow : 
Behold him bow beneath the ftroke, 
To fave our fouls from endlefs woe. 


5. Softly as gentle dew diftils 

The influence of the heavenly Dove ; 
And oft the trembling bofom fills, 
With holy peace, and joy, and love. 


6. Here Lord we bathe our guilty foul, 
In thy pure fin-atoning blood, 

While free falvation, iweetly rolls, 
Along the precious balmy flood. 


6. Here Lord, our livelieft thanks we 


pay, 
And faft in holy friendfhip join, 
United give our fouls away, 
And vow to be forever thine. 
CORNELIUS. 


A prayer for Divine Grace. 


I. OF God, forever good and kind, 
Among thy faints, [ long to find, 

A lewly feat, a humble place, 

And feel the power of fovereign grace. 


2. This fading world has loft its charms, 
Fain would I fly to Jefus’ arms ; 

In him alone I hope to find, 

An ample portion for the mind. 


3. I hate the finner’s guilty joys, 
His fenfual mirth, his empty toys ; 
Oh God of mercy, kindly grant, 
The holy joy and peace I want. 


4. Should this petition be deny’d, 

I'll tafte no other joy befide ; 

A fuppliant low, before thy face, 

I'll perifh, fecking for thy grace. 
CORNELIUS, 
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Dd. Cc. 


From a friend to miffions in Hebron, I 


A Stranger, ° °. 
Rev. George Colton, 
A friend to miffions, 
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Solomon Goodale, vier appropriated to Indian 
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